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INTRODUCTION 


Buring  the  past  few  years  the  pronounced  shift  of  farm  population  from 
country  to  city  has  raised  the  question  of  the  appeal  of  farm  life  and  farm- 
ing to  farm  youth.  Is  the  increasing  drift  of  farm  hoys  and  girls  to  the 
city  and  to  occupations  other  than  farming  due  to  a  lack  of  appeal  of  farm 
life?  How  do  farm  youth  feel  toward  farm  life?  Do  they  like  or  dislike 
their  work  and  their  immediate  surroundings?  To  what  extent  does  the  presence 
or  ahsence  of  social  and  recreational  facilities  in  farming  communities  af- 
fect the  satisfaction  of  farm  youth  for  farm  life?  Do  farm  hoys  and  girls 
prefer  farming <©r  do  they  prefer  other  occupations  as  a  means  of  making  their 
living  and  their  contribution  to  the  community  and  to  the  nation?  What  hear- 
ings do  some  of  the  situations  in  which  farm  hoys  and  ^irls  find  themselves 
have  upon  their  attitudes  toward  farming? 

Answers  to  the  foregoing  questions  are  extremely  difficult  "because  of 
a  lack  of  definite  information  hearing  on  the  problem.  Perhaps  some  light 
can  he  gained  through  summary  and  analysis  of  data  furnished  by  approximate- 
ly 8,000  farm  and  village  youth  during  the  past  summer.  The  data  available 
range  from  exact  statements  of  whether  the  home  is  equipped  with  running 
water,  telephone  or  radio  to  expressions  of  like  or  dislike  of  farm  or  village- 
life  with  the  reasons  therefor. 

The  following  questions  were  asked: 
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County  and  State  in  which  you  livo 

Do  you  livo  on  farm?  Do  your  parents  own  or  rent  the  farm? 

Chock  r..hct her  hoy       or  ':irl 


1.  Are  you  attending  school;  that  is,  did  you  attend  during  the  past  school 

year? .   Check  whether  the  school  is  in  the  town or  the  coun- 

Jcr2r„      *   *?hai'  grade  were  you  in?       Are  you  taught  agriculture  or 
home  economies  in  school? 

S.   Do  ycu  like  to  livo  whore  you  are,  that  is,  on  the  farm  or  in  town  as  the 
cose  may  be?  State  reasons  why  


3.   How  often  have  you  visited  torn  or  city  for  business  or  pleasure  since  one 
year  a-:o? 


4.  Of  the  newspapers  and  magazines  that  cone  regularly  into  your  hone,  name 
those  which  you  read  

5.  What  books,  other  then  schooT  boolcs,"navc  you  read  since,  one  year  ago?__ 

6.  Do  you  have  at  home  a  telephone?      Padio?      Phonograph? 


Automobile?       Hunnin--:  water  in  home? 


7.   Do  you  sine?       Ploy  any  musical  instruments?       What  instruments? 
Are  you  a  member  of  a  band?       Of  any  other  musical'" organization? 


8.   what  is  there  to  do  when  you  have  time  free  from  work  when  school  is  in 
session?  Duriii"  vacation? 


9.  Are  there  other  boys  and  o/irls  about  your  own  ace  in  your  neighborhood? 
How  many? What  do  you  to   together? 

10.  How  many  of  the  following  have  you  attended  since  one  yeo.r  ago?     

Parties? Picnics  ?__     Festivals  or  fairs? _____ 

Field  days? Other  social  gatherings?  

11.  What  occupation  do  you  prefer  as  a  means  of  making  your  living? 

12.  Do  you  plan  to  finish  high  school?       Attend  college? 


For  how  Ion;;  a  time?  What  kind  of  college' 

What  occupation  do  you  expect  to  prepare  for? 

Why? 


13.  To  what  clubs,  societies,  or  organizations  do  you  bclon;;?   (Boy  Scouts 
Girl  Scouts,  Carnpfire  C-irls,  4-H  Club,  Christion  Endeavor,  or  other  similar 
groups ) 

14.  What  person  in  your  corxiunity  lies'  rjp^odTot^to" you  Host  .as"  an  example  for 

your  life?      _^ 'That  is  his  cr  her  occupation?  _ 

What  thin vs  about  him  or  her  apooal  to  you  most? 


15.   Same  some  charo.ctor  about  whom  you  have  read  in  a  story  or  in  history  whom 
you  greatly  admire  and  whom  you  would  be  glad  to  be  like. 


16.  What  are  your  older  brothers  and  sisters  do  in."? 


The  question  in  which  extension  interest  was  largely  centered  was 
Question  2,  designed  to  learn  whether  the  rural  boy  or  ;;irl  was  contented  to 
live  on   the  farm.   Should  Question  2  be  answered  in  the  negative,  Questions 
3-10  wore  designed  to  elicit  some  light  on  possible  reasons  for  not  liking 
farm  life. 
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Was  it  "bc.c~.uso  there  was  not  enough  play,  enough  social  life,  sufficient  home 
conveniences,  or  "because  of  lack  of  automobile,  radio,  victroia,  and  such 
p:;oli orations  of  present-day  living? 

Over  10,0,00  questionnaires  v/erc  received  from  as  many  farm  and  village 
boys  and  girls  residing  throughout  the  different  States.   Over  a  fifth  of  the 
schedules  were  discr^rded  from  the  final  tabulations,  owing  to  omissions  or  in- 
consistencies in  regard  to  tenure,  sex  or  expression  of  like  or  dislike  of  farm 
or  village  life. 

Over  70  per  cent,  (5,608),  of  the  questionnaires  or  schedules  used  in 
the  final  summary  and  analysis  of  data  were  obtained  by  the  Extension  forces 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  colleges  of  agri- 
culture of  the  different  States  cooperating.  The  majority,  about  75  per  cent, 
of  boys  and  girls  represented  by  these  schedules  wore  4-H  Club  members. 
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Of  the  remaining  schedules  used  in  the  summary  and  analysis,  almost  600 
re  obtained  by  the  Rural  Communities  Department  of  the  Rational  Board  of  the 
Young  Women' s  Christian  Association,  approximately  650  were  obtained  by  the 
Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education,  and  about  1,000  were  obtained  on  bases 
regarded  as  somewhat  less  selective  by  the  Rural  Division  of  the  United  Status 
Bureau  of  Education,  the  Cooperative  Education  Association  of  Virginia,  the 
Department  of  Rural  Sociology  of  the  Colorado  Agricultural  College,  and  the 
Department  of  Rural  Life  of  the  University  of  Missouri.   Boys  and  girls  repre- 
sented by  these  1,000  schedules  were  racked  primarily  through  the  rural  school 
authorities  in  the  different  States  and  counties  involved. 

The  major  part  of  the  data  was  tabulated  and  summarized  by  the  Divi- 
sion of  Farm  population  and  Rural  Life,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  mid 
by  the  Extension  Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  cooperating.  Val- 
uable assistance  was  given  by  the  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education  and 
by  the  American  Country  Life  Association. 

Partial  results  of  the  tabulation  of  data,  from  the  questionnaires  ob- 
tained "by  the  Extension  Service  have  appeared  in  a  joint  preliminary  report, 
issued  previously  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  use  in 
connection  with  the  ninth  annual  conference  of  the  American  Country  Life  As- 
sociation held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  November  19  -  14,  1926.  Similarly,  partial 
results  of  the  tabulation  of  data,  from  the  questiomi.ires  obtained  by  the  Federal 
Board  for  Vocational  Education  were  released  in  a  preliminary  report  issued 
jointly  by  the  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education  and  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture cooperating. 
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PLAIT  OF  PRESENTATION  OF  DATA 

The  first  part  of  the  plan  of  presentation  of  data  is  given  over  to  a 
description  of  the  status  or  conditions,  the  surroundings  and  the  activities 
of  the  youth  represented  in  the  study.  Following  this,  attention  is  centered 
on  the  attitudes  of  farm  and  village  youth  so  far  as  these  are  revealed  in  ex- 
pressions of  like  or  dislike  of  farm  or  village  as  a  place  to  live,  choice  of 
occupation  as  a  means  of  making  a  living,  intention  of  continuing  in  school,  and 
kind  of  college  to  he  atterded.  Next,  consideration  is  given  to  the  reasons 
stated  for  like  or  dislike  of  farm  or  village  life.  Finally,  attention  is  given 
to  an  interpretation  of  the  data  with  especial  reference  to  the  influence  of  ex- 
tension work  on  the  attitnc.es  of  farm  youth  toward  farming  and  farm  life. 
Figures  for  the  village  youth  represented  in  the  study  are  included  primarily 
for  the  comparisons  which  they  afford. 

While  only  227  questionnaires  with  answers  to  a  part  of  the  questions 
were  ohtained  from  colored  farm  youth,  the  results  of  the  tahulation  of  this 
information  are  presented  and  "brief  comparisons  are  made  in  the  latter  pages 
of  the  report. 

STATUS,  SURR0U1E>IITG5,  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Of  the  7,880  hoys  and  girls  included  in  the  study,  6,460,  or  82  per  cunt, 
reside  on  farms  and  1,420  live  in  villages  or  towns.   Over  four- fifths,  or  81.3 
per  cent,  of  the  6,460  hoys  and  girls  residing  on  farms  are  sons  and  daughters 
of  owners;  and  loss  than  a  fifth,  18.7  per  cent,  arc  sons  and  daughters  of  ten- 
ants.  Over  half,  3,359,  of  the  entire  number,  6,460,  were  hoys,  and  3,101  were 
girls.  Percentages  or  proportions  of  hoys  and  girls  wore  ahout  the  same  for 
owners  and  tenants.  Also,  the  trend  of  replies  from  owner  and  tenant  hoys  and 
girls  were  similar  in  most  respects.  Owing  to  these  similarities,  results  for 
owner  and  tenant  hoys  and  girls  arc  combined  in  the  summary  and  analysis  here 
presented. 

Almost  a  fourth,  353,  of  the  total  number,  1,420,  living  in  villages  were 
boys  and  slightly  more  than  three- fourths,  1,067,  were  girls. 

Ages,  Grades  of  Schooling,  and  plans  for  Attending  School 

Although  exact  ages  of  the  youth  represented  in  the  study  are  not  avail- 
able, it  is  probable  that  most  of  the  boys  and  girls  are  between  the  ages  of 
10-20  years.  Grades  of  schooling,  however,  are  more  indicative  ana  of  more  in- 
terest than  ages.  These  are  given  separately  in  Tabic  1  for  the  farm  and  village 
boys  and  girls,  along  with  the  place  of  location  of  the  school  attended,  as  in 
town  or  open  country. 

The  place  of  attending  school  is  of  interest.  Slightly  more  than  half 
of  the  farm  boys  and  girls  were  attending  town  or  village  schools.  Less  than 
five  per  cent  of  each,  boys  and  girls,  were  hot  in  school.  Almost  a  sixth,  15.2 
per  cent,  of  the  village  boys,  and  more  than  a  tenth,  lleb  per  cent,  of  the 
village  girls  reported  school  attendance  in  the  open  country. 
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Table  1.     Grade  of  school  attained  and  location  of  school  attended,   as   in  town  or 
open  country,    7,880   farm  and  village  hoys  and  girls   filling  farm  youth 
a  ue  st  i  onnai  res 


Persons   reporting  on  grade  of   school  at- 

tr 

aned   and   lc 

> cation  of  school  attended 

Living  on 

farm  :          Living  in  village 

Male      :     Fer 

lale      :       Male        •      Female 

Pet . :         ' : 

Pets          : 

.   Pet.:           :   Pet. 

Num- : 

o  f   :  Nura-  ; 

of    :Num-; 

of   :Num-:      of 

.her    : 

total:  her 

.total: her    ; 

total: her    ttotal 

Grade  attained  in  school                        : 

Total   reporting          •                                     ; 

.3140: 

100.0:2965: 

100.0:357    : 

100.0:1037:100.0 

Fifth  or   less                                             : 

219: 

7.0:    189; 

6.4:    28    : 

.      8.3:      49:      4.7 

Sixth 

.    275: 

8.7:    187" 

6.5:   55 

:      9.8:      60:      5.8 

Seventh                                                      ■— "j 

434: 

13.8:    345: 

11.7:    55    - 

.    16.3:    147:   14.2 

Eighth                                                            j 

.    642: 

20.4:    620: 

20.9:    87 

:    25.8:    208:    20.1 

Ninth                                                              : 

600: 

19.1:    509: 

17.2:   64 

■    19.0:    219:    21.1 

Tenth                                                         — * 

481: 

15.3:   465 

15.6:    52 

9.5:    164:    15.8 

Eleventh                                                        ; 

319: 

10.2:    392: 

13.2:    28    : 

8.5:    152:   12.7 

Twelfth  or  more                                         ; 

!    172: 

5.5:    258 

j      8.7:    10    : 

.      5.0:      58:      5.6 

location  of  school  attended 

Total   reporting                                        • 

•3336 ; 

100.0:3061. 

100.0:348 

:100. 0:1061:100.0 

Attending  town   school 

.1729; 

51.8:1549: 

.    50.6:289.  : 

.    85.1:    929:    87.6 

Attending  country   school                     ; 

.1458: 

43.7:1597. 

:   45.6:    53 

:    15.2:    125:    11.6 

Hot   attending   school                              < 

149: 

4.5:    115: 

:      3.8:      6 

•      1.7:        9:        .8 
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Membership  in  Different  Clubs 

As  with  the  grade  attained  in  school,  membership  in  different  clubs  is 
somewhat  indicative  of  the  educational  status  of  the  boys  and  girls  included 
in  the  study.  The  extent  of  club  membership  among  "both  the  farm  and  village 
boys  and  girls  is  shown  in  Tabic  2. 

It  should  be  noted  that  much  overlapping  is  involved  in  the  club  mem- 
bership. Many  4-H  club  members  are  affiliated  also  with  church  clubs  or  social 
clubs,  as  are  many  scout  members,  and  vice  versa,  percentages  given  are  based 
on  the  total  number  reporting,  in  each  instance.  The  classification  of  the 
different  clubs  is  somewhat  arbitrary.  Project  work  includes  those  "boys  and 
girls  carrying  actual  farm  or  home  work  projects  under  the  direction  of  the 
Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education,  cooperating  with  the  Smith  Hughes  work- 
ers of  the  different  states. 

About  three  fourths,  74.2  per  cent,  of  all  farm  boys,  and  77. G  per  cent 
of  all  farm  girls  reporting  on   club  membership  are  members  of  4-H  clubs  in- 
cluding project  work.  Less  than  three- fourths,  72.1  per  cent  of  the  village 
hoys,  and  68.6  per  cent  of  the  village  girls  reported  membership  in  4-H  clubs, 
including  project  work. 

Table  2.  Membership  in  different  clubs,  as  reported  by  7,880  farm  and  village 
hoys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


t 


.      Per 

sons  rcpori 

;ing  membership   in  dif- 

ferent   clubs 

:        Living  on  farm          : 

;   Living  in 

village 

Ma! 

Lc        :    Feme 

,le        : 

T\1> 

lie        ■ 

Female 

• 

Pet • :           : 

Pet. 

Pet . 

t                            o 

Pet. 

Different  Clubs   (classified) 

,1'Iuirr-: 

of   :  IT  urn-: 

of 

iNurn-: 

of 

:5Tum- : 

of 

,ber    :total:ber    : 

total; 

.her    ; 

total 

;ber    : 

total 

(Total  reporting  )                                             ! 

• 

3000: 

•                    • 

-      :2922: 

.„ 

,   519, 

M 

:1012: 

m 

IMone 

;    325: 

10.8:   119: 

4.-.1 

l      17; 

5  .5; 

:      26: 

2.o 

4-H   club,  project  work 

;2227: 

74.2:2269: 

77.6 

:    230: 

:   72.1; 

694: 

68.6 

Boy  or  girl    scout,    camp   fire, 

*                       m 
• 

►                      « 

girl  reserves,    etc.                                     : 

:    343: 

11.4:   434: 

14.8 

:    104: 

,   32.6 

:    245: 

24.0 

C.  E.,  Epworth  League,   etc.                   : 

;    653: 

21.8:   953: 

52.6 

:      87; 

27.5: 

.   431: 

42., 

Social    (local)    clubs                                  ; 

,    341: 

11.4:    547: 

18.7 

:      55; 

17.2 

:    230: 

22.7 

Other   clubs 

:      76: 

2.5:      80: 

2.7: 

:      11: 

:      3.4 

:      40: 

<z    c. 
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Prevalence  of  Homo  Conveniences 

The  prevalence  of  home  conveniences  end  facilities  available  to  "both  farm 
and  village  boys  and  girls  included  in  the  study  is  shown  in  Table  3. 

It  will  be  noted  that  more  of  the  farm  homes  have  telephones  and  automo- 
biles, while  more  of  the  village  homes  have  vuiuxlng  water  (water  piped  in  the 
house),  phonographs  and  radios.  The  percentages  of  all  homes  having  none  of  the 
conveniences  and  facilities  named  in  Table  3  are  about  the  same  for  farm  and 
village. 


It  is  of  interest  to  know  how  the  extent  of  home  conveniences  and  fac- 
ilities in  the  homes  represented  in  this  study  compares  with  the  extent  of  simi- 
lar conveniences  and  facilities  available  in  other  farm  homes.  Such  comparisons 
may  be  made  from  Table  4,  which  presents  the  summarized  results  of  the  present 
study,  the  results  of  a  survey  of  10,000  farm  homes  studied  by  the  Office  of  Ex- 
tension Work,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  1920,  and  information  ob- 
tained from  the  United  States  Census  Report  for  1920. 

Table  3.  Prevalence  of  homo  conveniences  and  facilities  as  reported  by  7,880 
farm  and  village  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


Persons  reporting  on  different  items 

Living  on  farm   :   Living  in  village 

:  Male    :   Female   :   Ivlaio 

Female 

:  Pet.:    :  Pet.:    :  Pet.; 

:  Pet. 

Conveniences 

and  facilities    : 

.Uum-:   of  :Num-:   of  :Num-:   of  ■ 

:l>Tum-:  of 

in  : 

.101 

ACS 

:  ber :totaI:ber  :total:ber  : total 

:ber  :total 

(Total  reporting) 

:3235:  -   :2625:   -   :  312:  -   • 

.  812:  - 

Hone 

.  182:   5.6:  129:   4.9:   16:  5.1. 

35:   4.3 

Telephone 

.1993:  61.6:1652:  62.9:  150:  48.1: 

.  451:  55.5 

Automobile 

,2805:  86.8:2250:  85.7:  246:  78.8 

.  601:  74.0 

Running  water 

.1102:  34.1:  761:  29.0:  184:  59.0 

:  492:  60.6 

Phonograph 

.1429:  44.2:1152:  43.9:  171:  54.8 

:  415:  51.1 

Radio?? 

:  808:  25.0:  569:  21.7:  118:  37.8: 

.  224:  27.6 

Table  4.  The  extent  of  home  conveniences  and  facilities  among  farmers  of  the 

United  States  cs  determined  by  the  present  study,  noj   a  special  survey 
of  10,000  homes,  19201,  and  by  the  United  States  Census,  19202 


t  present  Study 

[Special  Survey 

{U.S.  Census,  19 20 

Kind  of  home 

:  5858  homes 

:  10,000  homes   : 

,  All  fara  hemes 

convenience 

.  Pet.  of  total  : 

Pet.  of  total 

,  Pet.  of  total 

Automobile                  < 

:       86      : 

;      62       : 

:      31 

Telephone 

:       62      : 

t      72       : 

:      39 

Water  piped  in  house 

:       52 

:      32       : 

10 

1.  The  Farm  Woman*  s  Problems,  Florence  E.  Ward,  U.  S.  Dept.  of 
Agriculture,  Circ.  148,  1920 
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2.  U.  S.  Census  Report,  1920 
i 
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In  comparison  with,  the  10,000  farm  hones  studied  "by  the  survey  method  in 
1920,  a  higher  percentage  of  the  farn  hones  of  thelpresent  study  have  autonCM  Jp-.b 
for  family  use,  the  figures  "being  62  per  cent  for  the  former  and  approximately 
86  per  cent  for  the  latter.  ]Tore  of  the  10,000  hones  studied  in  1920  had  tele- 
phones^ the  figure  being  72  per  cent  in  comparison  with  about  61  per  cent  of  the 
hones  ©f  this  study.  The  percentages  of  hones  having  water  piped  in  the  house 
are  the  sane  for  both  special  studies.  Thus,  from  the  standpoint  of  hone  con- 
veniences and  facilities  here  considered,  it  seens  that  hones  of  the  two  special 
studies  are  somewhere  near  the  sane  economic  status  or  the  sane  level  of  living. 
In  comparison  with  the  census  data,  as  of  1920,  both  of  these  studies  appear  to 
represent  levels  somewhat  above  the  average  for  the  entire  country. 

Reading  of  Newspapers,  Farn  Journals,  Boohs,  and  Magazines,  and 
Particip atTon"'~in  "lusical  Activities 

Next  to  hone  conveniences  and  facilities,  reading  and  participation  in 
musical  activities  are  probably  nore  indicative  than  any  other  factors  avail- 
able of  the  standard  of  living  prevailing  in  the  homes  studied. 

Indications  of  the  extent  of  reading  in  newspapers  and  magazines  are 
shown  in  Table  5,  along  with  numbers  of  books  read  and  the  participation  in 
musical  activities* 

One  of  the  most  significant  points  in  regard  to  the  reading  of  boohs, 
Table  5,  appears  to  be  that  farn  boys  do  less  reading  than  village  boys  and  much 
less  than  farn  or  village  girls.  Farn  and  village  girls  seen  to  read  fiction  to 
approximately  the  sane  extent.  Tillage  boys  read  nore  boohs  for  youth  than  do 
farn  boys.  With  boohs  read,  as  with  reading  reported  in  periodicals,  allowances 
should  be  made  for  differences  due  to  the  somewhat  arbitrary  classification. 

For  both  farn  and  village  boys  and  girls,  singing  appears  to  be  the  most 
popular  type  of  musical  activity,  sonewhat  nore  popular  v/ith  girls  than  with 
boys,  in  each  instance.  More  of  the  village  boys  and  girls  reported  playing  the 
piano  and  other  instruments  as  well  as  nembership  in  bands  or  other  nusical 
clubs. 
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Table  5.  Reading  in  newspapers,  farn  journals  and  magazines,  reading  of  "books, 
and  participation  in  musical  activities,  as  reported  "by  7880  farm  and 
village  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


persons  reporting  on  diff 

3 rent   items 

Living  on  far: 

21 

living' 

in  village 

:     Mai 

3           :      Per;:. 

3,1  3        , 

la] < 

Per 

lale 

*                            • 

f'Ct  o  J 

X  3X  *  S 

• 

*0'>  "f"          a 

cf    ^Hufflr-; 

Of     J 

Hum™ ; 

of   sHura- 

:      of 

Items     (Classified) 

'ber    ^ total  iber    r 

\j  O  u  ci>h_  tj 

ber   -total: 

ber 

:  total 

*                                          G 

■                                o 

•                        * 

• 

: 

Reading  in  newspapers  &  magazines 

* 

e                        «- 

0 

9 

• 

(Total  reporting? 

13272; 

-     :3045: 

-      : 

341: 

"*             m 

1046 

- 

Hone 

:    ICO: 

3,1:      49: 

1.6: 

8: 

9. 

:        „9 

In  newspapers 

i  O  A  O  ''"  • 

76c 0:2435: 

80,0: 

279: 

81.8: 

817 

:    78,1 

In  farm  journals 

:  22.ro  • 

6*. 8s 1941: 

63.7: 

144: 

42.2: 

290 

:    27.7 

I:i  general  magazines 

flies; 

35,  5; 2065: 

67.7: 

166: 

48t  7: 

805 

:    77,0 

In  boys"    or  girls'    magazines 

483 : 

14.6v  353: 

11,6: 

82: 

24.0.: 

135 

:    12,9 

In  other  magazines                                       '• 

365  5 

lie  2:    486: 

16,0: 

54; 

15.3: 

177 

:    16.9 

Spoils   (other  than  school  books 

»                             a 

•                      • 

: 

• 

reported   read) 

• 

•                      • 

e 

e 

(3?ctal  reporting] 

12637: 

-      :2651: 

-      : 

mmm             * 

904 

;      - 

Hone 

;   408; 

15.5:    117: 

4.4: 

21: 

7.7: 

31 

:      5.4 

Fiction 

>  A'.r  —  -v  . 

54.8:1943; 

73.3: 

160: 

59o0: 

657" 

:    72.7 

Classics,  poetry,  verse 

:   113: 

/>     ^  o     PAR  • 

9„2: 

11: 

4.1: 

96 

:    10.6 

History  and  biography 

:    208: 

7-.9:    242: 

9.1: 

25  5 

9*2: 

65 

:      7o0 

Hature,  plants,   animals 

:    241; 

9  el:    130: 

4.9: 

18: 

G  »D  » 

31 

i            rr       a 

"Books   for  youth 

:1038- 

41,5:1344: 

50.7: 

146: 

459 

;  50.8 

All   others 

!     ?1  3  ■ 

8.1:    227: 

8,6: 

12; 

*3T  •*  "X"  • 

:   54 

:     6*0 

Participation  in  musical 

►                       • 

•  • 

•  a 

■ 

0 

• 

activities^- 

*                        • 
• 

B 
• 

• 

(Total  reporting) 

:3164: 

-      :2604: 

-      : 

310: 

808 

- 

Hone 

:  906: 

28.6:    315: 

12.1: 

82: 

26.4: 

92 

:   11.4 

Singing 

:20o7 : 

64.4:2080: 

79.9: 

201: 

64L-  o 8 : 

631 

:    78.1 

playing  piano  or  organ 

:   266  s 

8,4:1297: 

49*8: 

42: 

13c5: 

456 

:   56.4 

Playing  other   string  instrument            ; 

506  s 

9.7,    270: 

10.4: 

31: 

10,0; 

137: 

17*0 

Playing  ether  v;ind  instrument                : 

457; 

14,4;      69: 

e—        f* 

53 : 

18,7: 

33: 

4,1 

playing  other  ir.r-irumont                            : 

88; 

2.8:      27: 

1.0: 

10; 

Oo^2 

5: 

,6 

Member  band  or  other   c~.u.t                         ; 

229: 

9.4:    360; 

Lo » 8 : 

57: 

13.4: 

194: 

24.0 

'. 


Bees  .a-.\   icc3ade  107  hoys  end  458  girls  living  on  farms  and  39  boys 
anl  233  g'x  :.s  living  in  village.  Data  for  these  were  not  obtained 
due  to  omission  of  this  question  on  a  part  of  the  blanks  sent  out* 
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Things  Reported  to  Do  and  Group  Activities  Participated  In 


Answers  to  the  question,  "What  is  there  to  do  when  you  have  time 
free  from  work"?  ranged  from  "odd  jobs"  through  the  various  kinds  of  work 
and  types  of  recreation,  including  fancy  work  and  dancing,  to  "enjoy  ray- 
self".  The  great  variety  of  answers  made  an  arbitrary  classification 
rather  difficult,  owing  to  the  duplication  of  koine  work,  school  work, 
club  work,  and  summer  camp  activities.  Answers  to  the  two  phases  of  this 
question^  "when  school  is  in  session"  and  "during  vacation,"  are  presented 
in  Table  6,  classified  on   the  basis  of  social  activities,  recreational 
activities,  sports,  work,  and  study.  Things  reported  to  do  are  checked 
against  "things  done";  that  is,  activities  actually  participated  in,  as 
stated  in  answer  to  the  question,  "What  do  you  (with  other  boys  and  girls 
of  a/bout  the  same  age)  do  together?" 

One  of  the  most  significant  points  brought  out  in  Table  6  is  the 
wide  variety  of  things  reported  to  do  both  when  school  is  in  session  and 
during  vacation.  Different  kinds  of  work  appear  to  play  a  larger  role 
during  vacation  than  when  school  is  in  session.  Village  boys  and  girls 
seem  to  have  or  to  see  more  opportunities  for  recreation  than  do  farm 
boys  and  girls,  in  both  instances.  Some  allowances  must  be  made  for 
differences  due  to  arbitrary  classification  of  the  things  reported  to  do. 

From  the  standpoint  of  activities  participated  in  with  other  boys 
and  girls,  village  boys  and  girls  appear  to  excel  in  the  classified  activ- 
ities, except  socials  (including  parties  and  picnics)  and  club  work  (in- 
cluding summer  camps')t  for  girls.   In  most  instances,  group  activities, 
that  is,  activities  participated  in  jointly,  appear  to  be  less  universal 
than  things  reported  to  do  individually  or  without  regard  to  group 
participation. 


-11- 


2918 


. 


Table  6,     Things   reported  to  do,  when  school   is   in  session  and  during  vacation  and 
group  activities  participated  in.      7880  farm  and  village  hoys  and  girls 
filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


activities 

persons  reporting  on  different  i 

o  ems 

:   Living 

on  farm 

L 

iving 

in  village 

It  ens 

:  Jfci 

e 

:  Female 

:   158.1  e 

:   Pe 

isale 

Things  reported  to  do  and 

•         • 

Pet. 

»        • 

Pet. 

•         • 

Pet. 

:  Pet. 

p  ar t  i  c  ip  at  ed  in 

:ITun- : 

of 

:Uum-: 

of 

:Eum-: 

of 

:  Hum- 

:  of 

(Classified) 

:ber  : 

total 

:ber  : 

total 

:"ber  : 

total 

;ber 

:total 

If/hen  school  is  in  session 

. 

«        • 

. 

( T  o  t  al  r  ep  o  r  t  i  ng ) 

:S024: 

A 

:  2825  $ 

— 

:  514: 

— 

,  998 

0 

Fo thing 

:  65: 

2.1 

:  31: 

1.1 

:   7: 

2.2 

:  16 

:  1.6 

Socials,  parties,  picnics 

:  157: 

4.5 

:  366: 

13.0 

:  12: 

3.8: 

159 

:  15.9 

Recreational,  reading,  movies 

.1129: 

*u  t  %  <D 

:1635  : 

5  7.8 

:  140: 

44.6; 

620 

:  62.1 

Sports,  games,  hikes,  etc. 

:1059: 

34.4 

:  564: 

20.0 

:  108: 

34.4: 

217 

:  21.7 

Work,  (helping  parents) 

:1G25: 

33.9 

.1176: 

41.6: 

109: 

34.7: 

559 

:  36.0 

Study,  project,  club  work, 

etc. 

.  489: 

16.2 

:  545: 

19.5. 

54: 

17.2: 

208 

:  20.8 

All  others 

.  38: 

1.5 

:   39: 

1.4. 

7: 

2.2: 

14 

:   1.4 

D  uring  vacat  i  on 

9 

• 

• 

J 

( T otal  r epo rt i ng ) 

2801 : 

- 

2589: 

-   ; 

272: 

-   : 

895 

:   - 

nothing 

50: 

1.1: 

12  s 

.5: 

<j: 

1.1: 

14 

;   1.6 

Socials,  parties,  picnics 

186: 

6.6: 

692: 

:26.7: 

16: 

5.9: 

284 

:  31.7 

Recreational,  reading,  movies       • 

528: 

18.8: 

1020: 

39.4: 

68: 

25.0: 

425 

;  47.5 

Sports,  game  s ,  hi  ice  s 

829: 

29.6: 

624: 

24.1: 

85: 

31.2: 

279; 

:  31.2 

Work  (helping-  parents) 

1517: 

54.2: 

1291: 

49.9: 

175: 

64.5: 

425: 

47.5 

St  udy ,  project,  cl ub  work, 

etc.     : 

166: 

6.6: 

569: 

14.2: 

19: 

7.0: 

115; 

12.8 

All  other 

7^. 

2.6: 

150: 

5.8: 

9: 

5.5: 

82; 

9.2 

Group  activities  actually 

• 
• 

• 

participated  inl 

• 
• 

9 

( Tot ai  reporting) 

2987: 

-  : 

2683: 

: 

500: 

-  : 

925 

— 

Nothing 

111: 

3.7: 

151: 

5.6: 

11: 

5.7: 

50 

:   5.4 

Socials,  parties,  picnics 

657; 

22.0: 

1582: 

51 .5; 

52: 

17.5: 

451; 

:  48.8 

Recreational,  play,  have  a 

good     : 

• 

0 

time,  movies 

6  77: 

22.7: 

939: 

35.0: 

103: 

34.3: 

458- 

:  49.5 

Spo rt s ,  game s ,  hikes,  e t c • 

1187: 

39.7: 

898  : 

53.5: 

189: 

65.0: 

425- 

:  46.0 

Work  and  school 

299  s 

10.0; 

293s 

11.1: 

£7: 

19.0: 

144. 

:  15.6 

C 1  ub  v.- o  r k ,  project,  sum : is r 

251  : 

7.7: 

442: 

16.5: 

20: 

6.7: 

90; 

9.7 

All  other 

47: 

1.6: 

36: 

1.5: 

1.0: 

16: 

1.7 

1.     Does  not   include  577  hoys  and  64  girls  living  on  farms  and  6  hoys  and 
11  girls   living  in  village.     Data  for  these  were  not   obtained  due  to 
ommission  of  this  question  on  a  part   of  blanks  sent   out. 
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Number  of  Visits  to  Town  or  City  for  pleasure  or  Business  Annually 

The  number  of  trips  or  visits  to  town  or  city  for  "business  or  pleasure 
curing  the  year  just  preceding  the  study  gives  some  suggestion  of  the  economic 
and  social  status  and  of  the  level  of  living  of  the  families  represented  in  the 
study*  Times  to  town  or  city  for  pleasure  or  "business  as  reported  hy  "both  farm 
and  village  hoys  and  girls  are  shown  in  the  latter  part  of  Tahle  ?'• 

Practically  a  third  of  the  farm  hoys  and  girls  reported  less  than  40  trips 
to  town  during  the  year,  presumahly  trips  made  in  addition  to  those  in  connection 
with  school  work.  About  a  fifth  made  150  or  more  trips  to  the  city,  as  did  about 
a  fifth  of  the  village  hoys  and  girls.  Almost  half  of  the  village  hoys  and  girls 
reported  less  than  40  trips  to  town  or  city  during  the  year.  The  figures  seem  to 
indicate  that  both  farm  and  village  beys  and  girls  get  to  town  or  city  one  to 
three  times  during  the  week  on  an  average. 


?able  7. 


Number  of  hoys  and  girls  of  ahout  own  age  in  neighborhood  and  num. her  of 
visits  to  town  or  city  for  "pleasure  or  lousiness  annually  as  reported  by 
7380  farm  and  village  hoys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires. 


:        Persons 

repoi 

'ting  different  numbers 

:     Living  on  farm 

»          Living 

in  vi 

11  age 

:       Male 

:      For 

iale 

:     Male 

Fern 

ale 

:           :   Pet. 

Pet. 

:          :   Pet. j 

• 
• 

Pet. 

Number  of  hoys  and  girls- 

of 

ahout  own 

:Num-:      of 

:  Num.- : 

of 

:Num-:      of   : 

Num.- : 

of 

age  in  neighborhood 

>ber   :total 

:her    ; 

total 

:her    :total; 

her    : 

total 

(Total  r  epo rt i ng ) 

[3150:100.0 

:2915; 

100.0 

:   321:100*0: 

967: 

100.0 

Less  than  5 

:   660:    21.0, 

:    614: 

21.1 

:      72:    22.4: 

218: 

22.5 

5  -  14 

;1464:    46.5 

:1284s 

44.1 

;    104:    32.4: 

411: 

42.5 

15  -  24 

:    527:   16.7 

;   665: 

19.4: 

:      59:    18.4: 

147: 

15.2 

25  -  34 

i^*0  */  J           (  •  C 

!    242: 

8.3: 

:      54:    10.6: 

87: 

9.0 

35  -  54 

:    146:      4.6 

:    146: 

5.0: 

25 :      7.8: 

59: 

6.1 

55   and   over 

:    114:      3.6 

:      62: 

2.1 ; 

27:      8.4: 

45: 

4.7 

Number  of  visits  to  town 

or 

city  for 

: 

pleasure  or  business  annually              ; 

e> 

(Total  reporting) 

i 2896:100.0: 

.2668: 

100.0: 

224:100.0: 

759: 

100.0 

less  than  40 

.   972:    33.5 

:   944  j 

55  .3 ; 

102:   45.6: 

368: 

48.5 

40  -     79 

;    580:    23.5 

:    661: 

24.8: 

35:    15.6: 

107: 

14.1 

80  -  113 

283:      9.8 

216: 

8.1: 

14:      6.2: 

43: 

5.7 

120  -  159 

106:      5.6: 

127: 

4.8: 

5:      2.2: 

20: 

2.6 

160  and   over 

662:    22.9 

:   497: 

18.6: 

47:    21.0: 

139: 

18.3 

Often  and  many 

;    195:      6.7: 

224: 

8.4: 

21:      9.4: 

82: 

10.8 

-1 
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Attendances  at  Parties,  picnics,  Fairs,  and  Festivals 

Closely  akin  to  the  number  of  visits  to  town  or  city  are  attendances 
at  parties,  picnics  and  fairs,  including  festivals.  The  extent  to  which 
both  farm  and  village  boys  -and  girls  attend  each  of  these  activities  is 
shown  in  Table  8,  while  the  answers  were  tabulated  as  given,  that  is, 
without  arbitrary  classification,  some  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  pre- 
vailing notions  of  those  answering  as  to  what  constitutes  a  party,  a  picnic 
or  a  fair.  The  conceptions  of  youth  of  each  of  these  may  differ  somewhat 
from  the  conception  of  many  adults. 

Farm  and  village  boys  seem  to  attend  about  the  same  number  of  parties 
during  the  year.  Similarly,  farm  girls  and  village  girls  each  attend  about 
the  same  number  of  parties,  on  an  average.  Both  farm  and  village  girls  ap- 
pear to  have  more  parties  than  farm  and  village  hoys.  The  same  holds  true, 
practically,  in  regard  to  picnics.  Attendance  at  fairs,  including  festivals, 
seems  to  be  about  the  sane  for  farm  and  village  boys  and  girls. 
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Tabic  8.  Attendance  at  parties,  picnics  and  fairs  and  festivals  as  reported  by 
7880  "boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


:      Persons  reporting  different   numbers  at— 

:                                         tended 

:        Living  on  Farm 

Living  in  village 

:     Male          :     Female     : 

Mai  e 

:   Female 

lumber  attended  Parties1 

I     xCu-»t              i    rCG  s 

;           :    let . 

:          :   Pet. 

;JIum- 

;      of    :iTum~:      of    ; 

!um- :      o  f 

:lum~:      of 

:ber   > 

:total:her    stotals 

her    : total 

;"ber   : total 

|Total   reporting) 

:20'J1; 

:100o0:211*}  s  100*0; 

259:100.0 

:    754:100.0 

lone                                                                         ; 

.    272 

:    13.0s   131:      6.2 

;      28:    10.8 

:      20:      2.7 

One  -  two                                                              ! 

:    454 

:    21.7:   408:    19.3 

:     .60:   23.2 

:    117:    16.0 

Three  -  four 

:   424 

:    20.3:   419:    19.8 

:      63:    24.3 

:    143:   19.5 

Five  -   six 

:    365 

:    17,5:   401:    19,0 

:      36:    13.9 

:    156:    18.5 

Seven  -  eight                                                        • 

:    113 

!      5.6:    160:      7.5 

:      17:      6.6 

:      56:      7.6 

line  or  more                                                          « 

:   458 

;    21,9:    598:    28.2 

*-*  D  t     £>-L  *  & 

:    262:    35,7 

picnics** 

m 

(Total   reporting)                                                ■ 

2944 

:100. 0:2393:100.0- 

.    270:100.0 

:    742:100.0 

I.one                                                                        j 

:    284 

:      9.7:      94:      3.9 

,      28:    10.4 

;      20 :      2.7 

One  -  two                                                              ! 

,1355 

•   46.0:    771:    32.2: 

118:    43.7. 

:    182:    24,5 

Three  -  four                                                          « 

705 

:    24.0:    754:    51.5, 

,      63:    23.3 

;    238:    32,1 

Five  -   six 

:    346' 

:    11.7:    442:    18.5; 

32:    11.9 

:    135:    18.2 

3 even  -  eight                                                        : 

95 

:      3.2:    114:      4.8 

6:      2.2' 

:      43:      5,8 

line   or  more                                                          : 

159 

.      5.4:    218:      9.1; 

25:      8.5 

:    124:    16.7 

Fs?irs  .and  Festivals^                                         : 

• 

(Total   reporting)                                                : 

2937; 

100.0:2566:100.0; 

276:100.0; 

722:100,0 

Hone                                                                           < 

295j 

10.0:    214:      9.0: 

55:    12.7: 

59:      8.2 

One  —  two                                                              : 

1388: 

47.2:1122:    47.5: 

106:    38.5; 

292:   40.5 

Three  -  four                                                        : 

635; 

21.6:    568:    24.0; 

56:    20.3: 

191:    26.4 

Five  -  six                                                              ■ 

250; 

8.5:    255:    10.0: 

59:    14.1: 

102:    14.1 

Seven  -  eight                                                        : 

121: 

4.2:    100:      4.2: 

22:      7.9; 

34:      4.7 

line  or  more                                                          • 

248; 

8.5:    127:      5.3: 

18:      6.5; 

44:      6.1 

1. 


2. 


Does  not  include  684  hoys  and  522  girls  living  on  farm  raid  44  boys  and 
264  girls  living  in  village.  Lata  for  these  were  not  available,  owing 
to  omission  of  question  from  questionnaire. 

Does  not  include  107  boys  and  458  girls  living  on  farm  and  39  boys  .and 
255  girls  living  in  village.  Data  for  these  were  not  available,  owing 
to  omission  of  question  from  questionnaire. 
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^r    «+~tus     or  conditions,  the 
Thus  far,  attention  has  boon  given  to  *«  ^       JBonto4  ta  tho  st^y 
surroundings,  and  the  aotivitios  °^a%™  |rom  th0  infection  ^^ 

^eonditions,    surrounding  aetivi  i OS  o  ^.^  statu3  or  steM 

this  study  represent  homos  or      n    «  o£  th0  oountry. 

ard  of  living  than  is  typical  of  Jl 

.,.        -,+titndos  of  youth  are  found 
Prohahly  the  most  ^ostivo  provaxlinj  f^^Qrein  thoy  reside 
ln  their  expressions  of  *»«?££    .       he  ease  may  he       The  numbers aon 

ing  li*e  «*w  ffirls  of  the   stud/ 

,   It  is  somewhat  -rPri^-^^rxiST^o^J  former  and^.0 
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Tahle  9.  Attitudes  of  farm  and  village  youth,  as  indicated  "by  expression  of  like  an 
dislike  of  farm  and  village  life,  and  preference  of  occupation  as  means 
of  making  a  living;  7880  farm  and  village  "boys  and  girls  filling  farm 
youth  questionnaires 


(. 


U 


Persons 

reporting 

;     Living  on  farm 

:       Living  in  vi' 

_  lc^4,C 

:     Mai  e 

:      Fei 

lale 

:     Male 

;    Female 

!       j.  CT;  a 

rSPct. 

;   Pet. 

:   Pet. 

:Num- 

:      of 

:Num- 

:      of 

tHum- 

;      of 

:Hum- 

:      of 

:"ber 

ttotal 

:"ber 

[total- 

;her 

s  total 

:"ber 

•.total 

Total  Reporting 

:3559 

5100.0 

;3101 

jlOO.O 

:    353 

slOO.O 

:1067 

jlOO.O 

Expressing  like   for  place  of 

re  sidings- 

:3197 

:    95.2 

:2947 

:    95.0 

:    302 

:    85.6 

:  966 

:   90.5 

Preferred   occupation 

(Total   reporting) 

:2999. 

•100.0 

:2719 

aoo.o 

;    266 

:100.0 

:   889 

:100.0 

Do  not   know 

:    106 

:      3.5 

:U40 

;      5.1 

:      14 

;"     5.3 

;      29 

:      3.3 

Farming 

:1683 

:    56.1 

:    114 

!      4.2 

:      37 

:    13.9 

:        6 

:        .7 

Engineering ,   telegraphy ,    et c . 

:    325 

:    10.9 

:        7 

:        .5. 

:     48 

:    18.0 

:        1 

:        .1 

Mechanic,   garage  work,   etc. 

:    183 

.      6.1 

4 

;        .1: 

,      34 

:    12.8 

:        1 

:        .3 

Professions,    lawyer,   doctor, etc.            • 

,    221 

:      7.4 

:      29- 

1.1 

;      44 

:    16.6, 

16 

:      1.8 

Teaching,   advising,    etc.                              < 

159 

I      5.3 

,  1443 

:    53.1 

:      12 

:      4.5 

:   447 

:    50.5 

Kursing  and   social  work                                ; 

;     — 

.0: 

228 

:      8.4; 

-; 

- 

!      89 

:    10.0 

Business,   clerking,    stenography              ; 

168: 

5  .6  • 

;    465, 

:    17. ft: 

40 

:    15.0 

:    193 

:    21.7 

All   others 

154; 

:      5.1 

:    289; 

10.6 

,      37 

.    15.9 

,    107 

;    12.0 

Expressing  dislike   for  place  of 

residing1                                                          • 

162: 

4.8: 

154: 

5.0; 

,      51: 

14.4: 

101 

:      9.5 

Preferred   occupation                                      • 

(Total  reporting]                                              • 

152: 

100.0; 

141: 

100.0: 

45: 

100.0: 

96 

slOO.O 

Do  not   know                                                          « 

7: 

4.6; 

5: 

3.5; 

2; 

4.5: 

3 

•      3.1 

Farming                                                                   ■ 

20: 

13.2; 

1: 

9 . 
.  i  ■ 

17: 

32.8: 

2: 

2.1 

Engineering,   telegraphy,   etc.                   : 

30; 

19.7: 

-: 

.0; 

9: 

20.0: 

1 

:      1.1 

Mechanic,  gar  age  work,   etc. 

22: 

14.5; 

-: 

.0: 

Is 

2.2: 

— ; 

— 

Professions,    lawyer,  doctor,    etc.          : 

28: 

18.4; 

5: 

3.5: 

4.4: 

3: 

3.1 

Teaching,  advising,   etc.                             : 

10; 

6.6: 

58: 

41.2: 

<c ; 

4.4: 

39, 

:   40.6 

Fur sing  and   social  work                               : 

-: 

.0: 

11: 

7.8: 

-: 

.0: 

10: 

10.4 

Business,    clerking,    stenography               : 

16: 

10.5: 

4c  t-*>  \ 

29.8: 

7: 

15.6: 

22: 

22.9 

All   others                                                            : 

19; 

12.5: 

19: 

13.5: 

5: 

11.1: 

16: 

16.7 

' 


1.     Like  and  dislike   for   farm  and  village   life   respectively. 
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■  *i  a   for   farm  life  may  not  "be 

selective  basis.     This  wi  11   oe  ^  ™laT)le  from  -6ther   sources  are  of  int 

fhP  report.     Limited  data  which  are  -vax        ^tending  the   country   schools   ox 
f+h^oint.     Of  732  farm  hoys  and  girls  atte^WB  farfil     afl   ag~inSt 

au  th"n?       1;E2     75  per   cent   expressed  a  PfjferG^*  ^f     46  per   cent   of  over 
Yoric  State,   rie^c,    ^  v  .         /■,        Less  than  n^n,  w  -f  ,      the 

n    +  o-n   or   city,   as  a  place  to   live   /_x.     x<  girls  questioned   Dy   cue 

small  to\«n  oi    ^xu,y,  ^        ^-p+v.o   of  nearly  cOO   iwrm  feJ-iJ-°  ^  ^.r,^rier 

•.  tqqc  -fVirm  two-xixxixb   ox   i^_-l   ^       ._,,,„■.   -i-T-^-ir  would   consiu.ox 

,  pice,  to  live  as  hoys  -f^'^rle  needed  to. deterge       n  ~  P«^ 
direction.     iVany  rate,  ^nt-^e  of  farm  toys  and  grrls  ^fl^     of  fcrm 

ss^.7»  ~££  -  -■  --  ::^  -|  -kefor 

boys  and  girls  of  tho  a      ±>         .g    ^ly  true  in  r,^.r 

the  farm  as  a  place  co  live,   in 

voutk* 

"^   Ward  Whitney,  Unpublished  Thesis, 

■m   r,  r   Foster,  Rural  America,  Kay,  192b. 
/2.  Problems  of  Farm  Youth,  H.  G.  Fosuur, 


1 


Choice   of_Occj^vbion_as_ 

' -,  +  o   live     the    stated  choice 

jext  to   like   or  dislike  of  the  farm  as  a  plac ^J°  li     ;  ^  ^  prevailing 
of  0ccu^xon°as  a  «  of  m^ing^a  living     -st «   ^ 

attitudes  of   farm  youth.      For   ^^V^e  y0uth  expressing  like    and  dx 
presented   separately   for   each     f;rm  .nd  v       ag   ^  ^  ^  village     Table  9        T 
of  the  -olace   of  residing;   that   is,   on  ond  vlilage  uouxu 

"relatively  small  -«  of  ^^itu/if  cornea  with  the  expressions  of 
fluenoe  the  final  percentages  hut   liter 

lite  for  farm  and  village.  expressing  a 

It  vdll  he  noted  that  almost  56.1  per  "f*-£*^  [lvlng/   In  regard  to 

per   cent   prefer  business     industry  o  ^^  oCCUpatlolls  than  those  nar 

school  or   college  and  5.1  per  coax  P 


abov  e . 
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Occupations  for  the  farm  girls  present  quite  a  different  picture.   Only 
4.2  per  cent  of  the  girls  expressing  a  like  for  farm  life  prefer  farming.  This 
relatively  low  percentage  may  Toe  due,  however,  to  confusion  on  the  part  of  the 
girl  as  to  whether  homomaking  should  he  regarded  as  an  occupation  and  to  hesitan- 
cy in  stating  a  felt  desire  to  he  a  homemaker,  provided  such  desire  were  preva- 
lent at  the  age  period  represented  "by  the  girl  answering. 

The  majority  of  the  girls  liking  farm  life,  53.1  per  cent,  expressed  a 
preference  for -teaching,  8.4  per  cent  prefer  nursing  or  social  workj  17.1  per 
cent  prefer  "business,  clerking  or  stenographic  work,  and  12.1  per  cent  prefer 
other  occupations,  including  engineering,  mechanics,  and  the  professions. 

Lower  percentages  of  the  farm  hoys  expressing  a  dislike  for  the  farm  pre- 
fer farming  as  an  occupation.  On  the  other  hand  higher  percentages  prefer  engi- 
neering, mechanics,  professional  work,  and  business.  Lower  percentages  of  the 
farm  girls  expressing  a  dislike  for  the  farm  stated  choices  of  farming,  teaching, 
and  nursing  as  occupations,  while  a  higher  percentage  gave  choice  for  business  or 
clerical  work,  including  stenography. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  almost  two-fifths  of  the  village  boys  dis- 
liking village  life  stated  preferences  for  farming  as  an  occupation.   Further 
comparisons  of  the  preferences  of  occupations  may  he  made  from  Tahle  9  as  desired. 


Intentions  of  Continuing  in  School  and  Preferences  of  Kinds  of  Colleges 


The  stated  intentions  of  continuing  in  school  or  college  and  the  prefer- 
ences of  kinds  of  colleges  to  he  attended  are  suggestive  of  the  attitudes  of  farm 
youth  toward  farming  as  an  occupation  to  follow  and  toward  the  preparation  for  a 
career  and  for  life  in  general.  Data  on  these  two  phases  of  the  problem  are  pre- 
sented in  Tahle  10,  on  the  basis  of  the  expression  for  like  and  dislike  of  place 
of  residence.   In  connection  with  the  intentions  of  continuing  in  school,  "plan- 
ning to  attend  college  5-4years"  usually  means  graduation  from  college. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  over  half  of  the  farm  boys  and  girls  lik- 
ing farm  life  expect  to  attend  college,  pro hah ly  to  graduate  from  the  four  year 
course.  Practically  a  fourth  expect  to  quit  with  the  completion  of  high  school 
work*  // 
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Tafele   10.     Attitudes   of  farm  and  village  youth  as  indicated  "by   stated  intent  ions  vi 
continuing  in   school  and  preferences  of  kinds  of   colleges  to  "be  attended. 
7880  farm  and  village  "boys  and  girls   filling  farm  youth  questionnaires; 


Persons  reporting 

Living  on  farm     : 

Living 

in  village 

Classification  of  intentions  and  prefer-; 

■  Male    :  Female   : 

Male    : 

Female 

ences  (from  the  standpoint  of  expressed: 

Pet.: 

:  Pet.: 

:  Pet.: 

:  Pet. 

like  or  dislike  for  place  of  residing)  : 

Fum-: 

of  : 

Num.- :   of: 

Num-: 

of  . 

,Num- 

:   of 

her  : 

t  ot  al  • 

her  : total' 

.her 

.total 

:her 

:  total 

Expressing  like  for  place  of  residing1  : 

5197: 

y  U  .  f-» 

2947:  95.0: 

302 

85.6: 

.  966 

:  90.5 

Intent ions  of  continuing  in  school     : 

(Total  reporting)                    : 

3087: 

100.0: 

2854:100.0: 

295: 

100.0: 

941: 

100.0 

Planning  to  attend  college            : 

More  than  4  years                  : 

148: 

4.8: 

86:   3.0: 

14: 

4.7: 

38: 

4.0 

3-4  years                       : 

1654: 

53.6: 

1517:  53.2: 

195: 

66.1: 

585 

Less  than  3  years                  : 

328: 

10.6: 

473:  16.6: 

21: 

7.1: 

157' 

.  14.6 

Finish  high  school  only             • 

785: 

2&.4. 

■  651:  22.8: 

56 

.  19.0: 

173: 

18.4 

Not  finish  high  school              : 

172: 

5.6 

127:   4.4 

:   9 

:   3.1: 

8 

:    .8 

Kind  of  college  to  he  attended         : 

(Total  reporting)                    : 

1672: 

100.0: 

1657:100.0: 

180: 

100.0: 

653- 

.100.0 

Agricultural  college                : 

765: 

45.7; 

121:   7.3: 

33: 

18.3; 

27 

:   4.1 

State  normal  school                : 

34: 

2.0: 

344:  20.8: 

1 

.5: 

122 

.  18.7 

Business  college                   : 

157: 

9.4; 

290:  17.5: 

41: 

22.8: 

124 

:  19.0 

Bur sing  school                     : 

3: 

.2: 

51:   3.1: 

;      —  i 

.0: 

24 

;   3.7 

College  -  university               : 

579: 

34.6: 

643:  58.8; 

.   84 

46.7; 

257 

:  39.4 

Girls'  or  hoys'  school              : 

11: 

.7: 

33:   2.0 

1: 

.5: 

23 

j   3.5 

Denominational  college              : 

23: 

1.4: 

54 :   3.2 

:   5 

,   2.8 

:  d'd 

:   0.4 

All  others                        : 

55: 

3.3 

:   45:   2.7 

:   10 

:   5.6 

•   36 

:  5.;; 

Do  not  know                        : 

45: 

2.7 

:   76:   4.6 

5 

:   2.8 

.   18 

;  ^  o  ( 

Expressing  dislike  for  place  of  re-    ; 

siding-1-                            : 

162: 

4.8 

:  154:   5.0 

.   51 

:  14.4 

,  101 

:   9.5 

Intentions  of  continuing  in  school     : 

(Total  reporting)                    : 

161: 

100.0: 

150:100.0; 

49: 

100.0. 

101 

:100.G 

Planning  to  attend  college            : 

'  More  than  4  years                  : 

9: 

5.6: 

3:   2.0< 

2 

.   4.1 

:   4 

:  4,0 

3-4  years                        ! 

83: 

:  51.6 

:   67:  44.7 

.   22 

:  44.9 

:   56 

:  55..., 

Less  than  3  years                 ! 

12 

:   7.4 

:   33:  22.0 

:    7 

;  14.3 

:   22 

:  21.  i 

Finish  high  school  only             ! 
Not  finish  high  school              : 

:   49< 
8: 

30.4 
5.0 

:   33:  22.0 
:   14:   9.3 

:   10 
:    8 

:  20.4 
:  16.3 

:   17 

:   2 

:  lo«:. 
:   2.G 

Kind  of  college  to  he  .attended         : 

•          o 

(Total  reporting)                    : 

:   82 

.100.0 

:   78:100.0 

:   27 

;100.0 

x      62:100., 

Agricultural  college                : 

:   10 

:  12.2 

:   3:   3.9 

:   6 

:  22.2 

:   8:  12.9 

State  normal  pcfcool                 ; 

:   5 

:   3.7 

:   10:  12.8 

;     — 

:    .0 

:   4:   6.-. 

Business  college                  : 

,   12 

:  14.6 

;   22 :  28 . 2 

I    4 

:  14.8 

•   14:  22. t 

Nursing  school 

: 

i       .o 

:   -:   .0 

j    —• 

:    .0 

[      (C  *     O  m 

College  -  university 

:   46 

:  56.1 

\        0_L  *  O*?  •  ( 

:   15 

:  55.6 

:   21:  55.'. 

Girls'  or  hoys'  school 

:   1 

:   1.2 

:   1:   1.3 

:   — 

:    .0 

:   1:   1. 

Denominational  college 

:   2 

:   2.4 

:   5:   6.4 

i   — 

:   ,0 

:   6 ;   9 . 7 

All  others 

:   5 

:   6.1 

:   1:   1.5 

:    2 

:   7.4 

:   5 :   3.1 

Do  not  know 

3 

rz       r-f 

:  o  ■  i 

:   5:   6.4 

:    "™ 

:    .0 

:   1 :   1 . 

1.     Like  and   dislike   for    farm  and  village   life   respectively. 
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Almost  half,  45.7  per  cent,  of  the  hoys  liking  farm  life  stated  a 
preference  for  an  agricultural  college.  More  than  a  third  prefer  college 
or  university,  not  designated  as  agricultural. 

More  than  a  fifth  of  the  farm  girls  liking  farm  life  plan  to  attend 
normal  schools.  Almost  two-fifths  designated  college  or  -university,  and 
nearly  a  fifth,  17.5  per  cent,  specified  "business  colleges. 

Only  an  eighth  of  the  farm  boys  disliking  farm  life  expect  to  attend 
a  rioulour-al  colleges.   Similarly,  only  an  eighth  of  the  farm  girls  disliking 
farm  life  expect  to  attend  norma.  1  schools,  and  more  than  a  fourth  of  these 
girls  plan  to  attend  "business  colleges. 

It  is  of  interest  to  check  the  kinds  of  colleges  to  he  attended  with 
the  preferred  occupations,  Table  9.   Over  half,  56.1  per  cent,  of  the  farm 
■:oys  liking  farm  life  expect  to  farm  and  almost  half,  45.7  per  cent,  expect 
to  attend  agricultural  colleges.   Over  half  of  the  farm  and  village  girls 
liking  farm  and  village  life  expect  to  teach;  practically  a  fifth  expect  to 
attend  normal  schools,  and  almost  two -fifths  expect  to  attend  colleges  and 
universities. 


CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  POSSIBLE  CAUSES  03  HEASOJS  OE  THE 
PREVAILING  ATTITUDES  OE  FARM  YOUTH. 

Consideration  may  well  he  given  to  the  causes  of  or  reasons  for  the  pre- 
vailing attitudes  of  farm  youth  toward  farm  life  and  farming  and  toward  life  in 
general.   Two  approaches  to  the  question  of  the  probable  causes  of  prevailing 
attitudes  are  of  interest,  (1)  the  stated  reasons  offered  to  specific  questions, 
and  (2)  other  reasons  which  may  be  revealed  Indirectly  through  answers  to  the 
general  questions  by  those  filling  the  questionnaires.  Unfortunately  only  two 
requests  were  made  for  specific  reasons  for  preferences  or  choices  made.   One 
of  these  called  for  statement  of  the  reasons  for  like  or  dislike  of  place  of 
residence  and  the  other  asked  why  the  particular  occupation  designated  was 
preferred  as  a  means  of  making  a  living. 

Stated  Reasons  for  Like  and  Dislike  of  Place  of  Residence 

A  summary  of  the  reasons  for  like  or  dislike  of  farm  life  is  given  in  Table 
11.  For  comparative  purposes,  a  summary  of  the  reasons  given  by  village  youth 
for  like  and  dislike  of  the  village  as  a  pla.ee  to  live  is  also  shown. 

The  many  reasons  given  for  liking  farm  life  were  grouped  arbitrarily  for 
convenience  in  tabulation  into  nature,  including  plants  and  animals,  school  and 
social  advantages,  health  conditions  and  facilities,  vocational  and  work  as- 
pects, recreational  advantages  or  facilities,  and  all  others.   Seasons  for 
disliking  farm  and  village  life  were  classified  accordingly,  that  is,  under 
similarly  named  groups  indicating  the  lack  of  the  facilities  or  advantages 
a.nd  the  displeasure  of  work  as  listed  under  like  of  farm  and  village  life. 
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from   Tabic  11   it  will  bo  noted  that  the  vocational  and  woi-k  aspect 


ppcals  most  to  farm  boys  liking  farm  life,  with  health  conditions  and 
facilities  next  in  order.   Health  conditions  and  facilities  include 
variety  of 


answers,  ranging  from 


'fresh  air'5  to  "plenty  o 


m 


ilk  to  drink." 


School  and  social  advantages  seem  to  make  the  least  appeal.   Health  con- 
ditions and  facilities  appeal  most  to  farm  girls  liking  farm  life,  with 
nature,  including  plants  and  animals,  and  recreational'  advantages  next. 
School  and  social  advantages  appear  to  carry  most  weight  with  village 
boys  and  -iris  liking  village  life. 


able  11.   Seasons  for  liking  and  disliking  farm  and  village  life,  as  reported  by 
7880  farm  and  village  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


Reasons  given  by  those 


Living  on_farm_    :    firing,  in  village 
Male""[ 3197  ) .: FemalG  ( 2947 )"  Me  ( 302  ] 


Expressing  like,  for  place  of   :     •  Pet.  :     :  Pet.: 

residing.                   :  Num.-;   of   :  Hum-;  of  ;  Hum- 

( Seasons  classified)     r  ber  ;  total;  ber  :  total:  ber 

All  reasons"                TT IseoTTCQ . 0 :  49  If*:  100  To";  437 

!;ature  inc.  plants , animals , etc :   795:   16.3:   852:  17.4:   71 

School  and  social  advantages   :   105:    4.©:   390:  7.9:  132 

Health  conditions  &  facilities:  1044;   21.4:  1217:  24.8:   28 

Vocational  and  work  aspects    :  1157:   25.7:   620:  12.6:   48 

Recreational  advantages       :   682:   13.9:   701:  14.3:   60 

All _  o t_her  rea sons             :_  1009j_  20.7;  1150 1  23.0:  __98 

Expressing  dislike  "for"  place  of:""         :  ~"  T" 

residing                    :  Male  (162)  jFomale  (154):  Male 

All  'reasons      f  204  T TOO.O  :  "  197:  "lOb.oV  66' 

Lack  of  conveniences2         ;   19  ;    9.3?    34;  17.3; 

Lack  of  school  &  social  advan--     -      ;     :  : 


tages 
Poor  health  conditions  and 

facilities 
Disagreeable  work  and  voca- 
tional aspect 
Lack  of  recreation  and 
^amusements 
11  other  reasons 


3f 

1 

61 

22 
71 


9.3: 

14.7: 

.5: 

29.9: 

10 . 8 : 
34.8: 


66 
1: 


19: 
53: 


.5: 
12.2; 


27 

2 


9.6 

26, 


5 

8 

10 


°^,9:   14 


Pet. 
of 
total 


100.0 
16.5 
30.2 
6.4 
11.0 
13.7 
22.4 


51) 

ico.o 

40 . 9 

3.0 

7.6 

12.1 

15.2 


Female 


Female  (101) 
"162:  100.0' 
57.7 


61: 

13: 

17: 

10; 

19: 
42: 


8.0 

10.5 

6.2 

11.7 
25.9 


1»  Refers  to  conveniences  and  public  utilities  with  village  boys  and  girls. 
2.   Refers  to  lack  of  cleanliness  with  village  boys  and  "iris. 
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Nature,  including  contacts  v/ith  plants  and  animals,  makes  about 
tho  same  appeal  to  farm  boys  and  girls  liking  farm  life  that  conven- 
iences and  public  utilities  make  to  village  or  town  boys  and  girls 
liking  village  or  town  life. 

Failure  to  enjoy  farm  work  appears  to  bo  the  most  significant 
single  reason  given  by  boys  for  the  dislike  of  farm  life.  Lack  of 
school  and  social  advantages,  followed  by  lack  of  recreation  and 
amusements,  are  next  in  order.  Lack  of  school  and  social  advantages 
appears  to  bear  most  weight  with  farm  girls  disliking  the  farm,  with 
lack  of  conveniences  next,  followed  b~>"  the  displeasure  of  house  "work 
or  farm  work,  as  the  case  may  bo. 

Lack  of  conveniences  is  the  most  popular  reason  given  by  village 
or  town  boys  and  girls  for  dislike  of  village  or  town  life. 


Stated  Reasons  for  Preferences  of  Occupations 

Owing  to  the  wide  variety  of  preferred  occupations  and  the  relatively 
small  numbers  of  farm  youth  expressing  dislike  for  the  farm  as  a  place  to 
live,  consideration  of  the  reasons  for . preference  of  occupations  is  limited 
to  farm  boys  and  girls  liking  farm  life.   These  reasons,  classified  arbi- 
trarily .and  somewhat  roughly  into  six  main  groups,  are  shown  for  each, 
boys  preferring  farming  and  boys  preferring  all  other  occupations,  and 


ich,  girls  preferring  teaching  and  girls  preferring  all  other  occu- 


10: 


pat  ions -,  in  Table  12. 


The  most  popular  reason  given  by  farm  boys  for  the  preference  of  an 
occupation  was  a  liking  for  that  occupation.   This  is  slightly  more  no- 
ticeable with  farm  boys  who  prefer  farming  than  with  farm  boys  who  prefer 
other  occupations.   The  money  aspect  appears  to  make  the  next  widest  appeal 
and  this  is  more  pronounced  with  farm  boys  who  prefer  other  occupations 
than  farming.   Generally,  it  seems  that  neither  of  the  two  groups  are 
greatly  interested  in  opportunity  or  in  being  of  service  to  others. 
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Table  12.  Reasons  given  for  preferences  of  occupations.   6144  farm 
boys  and  girls  expressing  like  for  farm  life  in  filling- 
farm  youth  questionnaires 


:      Pe 

:     Fan 

rsons  re 

porting 

pi 

■eference  for 

ning 

:  All  ot 

he 

r  occupations 

Seasons  for  preference  of 

:   Fct. 

• 
« 

Pet. 

occupation  reported 

:   Num- 

:   of 

:  Wura- 

; 

of 

Hale  (boys) 

;  b  er 

:  total 

:  ber 

- 

total 

(Total  reporting  reasons) 

:   1037 

:  100.0 

:   896 

: 

100.0 

Like  it 

:    576 

!      *^>  Xj  m   0 

:   464 

:. 

51.8 

Money  aspect,  salary 

128 

:   12.3 

•   176 

: 

19.6 

Opportunity 

;     44 

:    4.2 

:    44 

j 

4.9 

Educational,  to  improve 

48 

:    4.6 

:    32 

• 

3.6 

Interesting 

49 

:    4.7 

:    34 

* 

3.8 

Useful,  service  to  others   ; 

7 

.7 

:    30 

" 

3.3 

All  others                : 

182 

17.6 

108 

; 

12.1 

Do  not  know               < 

3 

:     .3 

8 

: 

.9 

Female  (girls)             ■ 

Teach: 

mg 

All  othe 

r  occupations 

(Total  reporting  reasons)    : 

1057   ; 

100.0  : 

804 

100.0 

Like  it                   : 

581   : 

55.0  • 

480 

59.7 

Money  aspect ,  salary        : 

87   : 

8.2  : 

75 

9.3 

Opportunity               : 

25   : 

2.3  : 

15 

1.9 

Educational,  to  improve     : 

60   : 

5.7  : 

25 

3.1 

Interesting               : 

56  ..; 

5.3  : 

25 

3.1 

Like  children              • 

70   : 

6.6  : 

21   . 

2.6 

Useful,  service  to  others    r 

79   • 

7.5  : 

65 

8.1 

All  others 

99   : 

9.4  : 

95 

11.8 

Do  not  know 

0   : 

.0  : 

3   : 

.4 
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As  with  farm  bo^s,  the  most  popular  reason  given  by  farm  girls 
for  the  prof  or  once  of  an  occupation  was  a  liking  for  that  occupation. 
'This  reason  appears  to  have  "been  slightly  less  popular  with  girls 
preferring  teaching  than,  with  "iris  preferring  all  other  occupations. 

The  money  aspect  appears  to  be  of  a  little  less  concern  to  the 
girls  preferring  teaching  than  to  those  choosing  other  occupations. 
Opportunity  seems  to  play  a  small  part  in  either  case.   On  the  whole, 
the  money  aspect  appears  to  be  less  significant  to  farm  girls  than  to 
farm  boys, 


REASONS  WHICH  MAT  BE  REVEALED  INDIRECTLY  THROUGH 
ANSWERS  TO  GENERAL  CJJESTIOMS 

Additional  reasons  for  the  prevailing  attitudes  of  farm  youth  may 
bo  sought  among  the  answers  "iven  to  questions  indicative  of  the  status, 

the  surroundings,  the  activities,  and  the  character  ideals  of  these 
youth.   Among  the  factors,  that  is,  the  answers  to  questions  regarded  as 
probable  sources  of  additional  reasons  for  the  prevailing  attitudes  of 
farm  youth,  are  exemplars*  named,  nature  of  appeal  of  exemplars  named, 
membership  in  clubs,  attendances  at  parties  and  other  gatherings, 
participation  in  musical  activities,  prevalence  of  home  conveniences 
and  facilities,  and  status  in  school. 


Occupation  of  Exemplar  Named  and  Nature  of  Appeal  of  Exemplars 


£> 


Exemplars  named  (classified  primarily  by  occupations)  and  nature  of 
appeal  of  those  exemplars  are  shown  In  Table  13.   Exemplars  named  were 
designated  by  thos^  filling  the  questionnaires  as  parent,  farmer,  teacher 
banker,  merchant,  or  pastor,  so  that  classification  of  these  exemplars  by 
occupation  was  a  comparatively  easy  task.   More  difficulty  was  encoun- 
tered in  the  arbitrary  classification  of  the  nature  of  the  appeals  made 
^   exemplars,  that  is,  of  the  answers  to  the  question,  "What  things 
about  him  or  her  appeal  to  you  most?w 


*  Person  in  the  community  designated  as  appealing  most  to  youth 
as  an  example  for  his  or  her  life. 
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1'-  13,   Exemplars  named  and  nature  of  appeal  of  exemplars  as  stated  by  7880  farm    "* 
and  village  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires  hf 


Persons  naming  exemplar 

and  stating 

:     ] 

nature 

i   of  apt 

>eal  of  cxemp] 
Living  in  \ 

ar 

jiving  c 

>n  farr. 
Fcr 

milage 

:    M- 

,1c    : 
Pet.  : 

laic    : 

Kale     : 

Female 

Exemplar  named  ("by 

Pet.  : 

Pet.  : 

Pet. 

occupation  primarily  and 

:  Num- ; 

of   : 

Num- : 

of   : 

Num-: 

of  : 

Num- : 

of 

nature  of  appeal  of  exemplar) 

:  ber  : 

total: 

ber  : 

total: 

ber  : 

total: 

ber  : 

total 

Expressing  like  for  place  of 

residing  1 

:  3197: 

95.2: 

2947: 

95.0: 

302: 

85.6: 

966: 

90.5 

Occupation  of  exemplar  named 
(Total  reporting) 

r  2186: 

100.0: 

2128: 

100.0: 

206: 

100.0: 

700: 

100.0 

No  one 
farmer  * 
farmer's  wife  2 
Parent 
Teacher 

:   313: 
:   691: 
:     3 

:   359 
:   342 

14.3: 

31.6: 
.2 

16.4 

15.7 

239: 
80 

137 
293 
858 

11.2: 
3.8 

6.4 

•   13.8 

;   40 . 3 

34: 
16 

2 

:    40 

34 

16.5: 
7.8 

1.0 

19.4 
16.5 

76: 
7 

:    4 

:   105 

:   264 

10.9 
1.0 

:     .6 

•   15.0 

:   37.7 

Nur  s  c ,  sc  c  ia  1  wo  rke r 

5 

.2: 

63 

:   3.0 

• 

- 

43 

6.2 

Busine s s  man ,  cl;  ark ,  stenographer 

:   123 

5.6 

85 

:   4.0 

24 

11.6 

-    50 

;    7.1 

Other 

:   350 

16.0 

•  100.0 
12.1 

373 

2568 

171 

:   17.5 

:  100.0 
:   6.7 

;    56 

:   202 

19 

;   27.2 

100.0 
:    9.4 

:  _  151 

:   831 
:   47 

:   21.5 

Nature  of  appeal  of  exemplar 
(Total  factors  named) 
Do  not  know 

:  2297 

:   278 

:  100.0 
:    5.7 

Character 

:   546 

23.8 

643 

;   25.0 

54 

:   26.7 

!   193 

:   23.2 

Ability,  education,  etc. 

:      680 

•   29.6 

445 

:   17.3 

46 

•   22.8 

•   155 

:   18.7 

Usefulness,  helpfulness,  etc. 

:   138 

:    6.0 

:   190 

:    7.4 

:     8 

:   4.0 

:    54 

:    6.5 

Personality,  likes,  etc. 

:   427 

:   18.6 

903 

[     t)  %J  m  fC 

:    41 

20.3 

!   312 

:   37.5 

Care  and  education  (given  or 

promised) 

:    81 

:    3.5 

:   106 

i        4.1 

:    13 

:    6.4 

;    29 

:   3.5 

All  others 

:   147 

:    6.4 

!    110 

:   4.3 

:    21 

:   10.4 

:    41 

:    4.9 

Expressing  dislike  for  place 
of  residing  1 

:   162 

■  _Jb£ 

:  100.0 

;  _154_ 
:   113 

i    100.0 

: 51 

35 

:   14.4 

:   101 

:    9.5 

Occupation  of  exemplar  named 
(Total  reporting) 

:    98 

!  100,0 

:   79 

:  100.0 

No  one 

:    27 

:   27.5 

:    22 

:   19.4 

:     6 

:   17.1 

:   13 

:   16.5 

Farmer  * 
Parmer's  wife  * 
Parent 

:    14 
:    11 

:   14.3 
:   11.2 

:    6 
:    3 
:   11 

:    5.3 
!    2.7 

:    9.7 

:     9 
;    1 

;   25.7 
:    2.9 

:   4 
'i        9 

:    5.1 
•   11.4 

Teacher 

13 

:   13.3 

:   45 

:   39.8 

:    11 

:   31.4 

:   28 

:   35.4 

Nurse,  social  worker 

i        - 

•    - 

:    3 

:    2.7 

:    - 

:   - 

:    2 

:    2.5 

Bus inc ss  man ,  c lojfk ,  stenographer 
Other 

:    6 
:    27 

:   6.1 
:   27.6 

:    4 
:   19 

:   3.5 
:   16.9 

:    3 
:    5 

:    8.6 
:   14.3 

:    6 
:   17 

7.6 
:   21.5 

Nature  of  appeal  of  exemplar 

(Total  factors  named) 

:   108 

:  100.0 

:   115 

:  100.0 

■    29 

:  100.0 

:   85 

:  100.0 

Do  not  know 

;    28 

:   25.9 

i        17 

:   14.8 

:    6 

:   20.7 

:   13 

:   15.3 

Character 

:    23 

:   21.3 

;    25 

:   21.7 

:    9 

:   31.0 

:   15 

:   17.7 

Ability,  education,  etc. 
Usefulness,  helpfulness,  etc. 

:   20 

:    3 

:   18.5 
:   2.8 

•    22 
:    6 

:   19.1 
:    5.2 

;    5 
!     1 

:   10.4 
:    3.4 

:   18 
i    7 

:   21.2 
:    8.2 

Personality,  likes,  etc. 

.:    19 

:   17.6 

:   33 

:   28.7 

!     7 

:   24.1 

:   24. 

:   28.2 

Care  and  education  (given  or 

• 

promised) 

:    5 

:   4.6 

.    4 

:   5.5 

•    — 

:    — 

:   5 

:    5.9 

All  others 

:   10 

:    9.3 

!    8 

:   7.0 

3 

;   10.4 

:   3 

1.  Like  and  dislike  for  farm  and  village  life  respectively, 

2.  Not  including  own  parent  in  either  case. 


2918 


-26- 


i 


— 


ft 


i. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  almost  a  third;,  31. G  per  cent,  of 
the  farm  boys  liking  farm  life  named  farmers  (other  than  their  fathers) 
as  exemplars.   Those  naming  farmers  and  those  naming  parents  (fathers, 
primarily),  16.4  per  cent,  comprise  almost  half  of  the  group  expressing 
a  like  for  farm  life.   Practically  a  fourth,  14.. 3  per  cent  and  11.2 
per  cent  of  the  boys  disliking  farm  life  named  farmer  and  parent  as 
exemplar.  Approximately  40  per  cent  of  each,  the  girls  liking  farm 
life  and  disliking  farm  life,  named  teachers  as  exemplars.   Almost  14 
per  cent  of  the  former  and  10  per  cent  of  the  latter  named  their  parents 
(mothers,  primarily)  as  exemplars.   Comparisons  of  exemplars  named  by 
village  boys  ind  girls  may  be  made  from  Table  13  as  desired. 

The  nature  of  appeal  of  the  exemplars  named,  Table  13,  is  based 
upon  the  total  number  of  things  or  factors  named  in  the  answers  given; 
for  example,  the  answer,  "character  and  personality, ,f  would  mean  a 
classified  factor  in  each  of  the  two  groups,  character  and  personality. 

Ability  and  education  were  the  characteristics  most  frequently 
admired  by  farm  boys  liking  farm  life,  Table  13.   Character  and  per- 
sonality are  next  in  order.  With  girls  liking  farm  life,  personality 
seems  to  have  made  the  strongest  appeal.   Here,  character  and  ability 
or  education  come  next.  Vrith  farm  boys  disliking  farm  lifo, 
character,  ability  or  education  and  personality  made  the  strongest 
appeal  in  the  order  named.  With,  farm  girls  disliking  farm  life, 
personality  seems  to  have  made  the  strongest  appeal,  with  character 
next,  followed  closely  by  ability  and  education. 

Comparisons  of  the  nature  of  appeal  of  exemplars  named  by  village 
youth  may  be  made  from  Table  13  as  desired. 


Membership  in  Different  _C lub s  as  Probable  Reason  for_  Like 
or  Dislike  of  Farm  Life . 

-Membership  in' the  different  clubs  seems  to  have  little,  if  any,  influ- 
ence on  the  question  of  like  or  dislike  of  farm  youth  for  farm  life,  Table  14. 
There  is  a  slight  evidence  of  favorable  bearing  of  4-H  club  membership  and 
project  work  on  the  like  for  farm  life.   It  is  possible  that  this  evidence 
might  be  more  significant  with  larger  numbers  of  expressions  of  dislike  for 
farm  life.   Further  consideration  will  be  given  to  this  point  in  another 
section  of  the  report. 


Attendance  at  Parties,  Picnics,  and  Fairs  and  Number  of  Visits  to 
Town  or  City,'  per  Year",  "as  Probable  "Seasons  for  Like  or  Dislike 

of^^jCifo.  ""  *   *~ " 

The  attendance  at  parties,  picnics  and  fairs  -and  the  number  of  visits 
to  town  or  city  per  yesr,  were  regarded  as  having  a  probable  influence  on  or 
relation  to  the  attitudes  of  farm  boys  and  ';irls  toward  farm  life;  that  is, 
tov/ard  the  farm  as  a  place  to  live.   In  view  of  this  probable  relation,  all 
questionnaires  were  sorted  on  the  basis  of  each,  the  number  of  parties,  the 
number  of  picnics,  the  number  of  fairs,  including  festivals,  attended,  and 
the  number  of  visits  made  to  town  or  city  during  the  year,  and  the, percent- 
ages of  the  total  numbers  expressing  like  and  dislike  for  farm  life  were 
do  to  mined,  as  shown  in  Table  15. 
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Owing  to  the  similarity  of  results  for  each  of  the  four  factors  or  items, 
only  the-  figures  for  attendance  at  picnics  during  the  year  preceding  the  study 
are  presented  in  tabular  form. 

Table  14,   Membership  in  different  clubs  in  relation  to  like  and  dislike  of  farm 
life.   6450  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


Persons  reporting  membership  in  different  clubs 


Membership  in 
d  iff o  r e nt  c  1  ub  s 
(Classified) 


:  Living  o?i  fc 

:  Malo_        : 

.  :   Liking   -Disliking  : 

.  ;farra  life  :farm  life  ; 

2  Total"; """  TTctV:  :  p"ct".": 

..Fum-T  :Hum-j   of  :Num-:   of  : 

.ber  sbcr  : total -ber  : total: 


.rms 


Total 
dum- 
ber 


genial  e^   

Liking   : Disl iking 
farm  life  ;farrri  life 

•' Pet ". :  "   :  Pet." 
Hum-:   of  ;Jum-:   of 
ber  :total:ber  jtotal 


(Total  reporting) 

Hone 

4-H  club,  project 
w'crk 

Boy  or  girl  scout 
camp  fire,  girl 
reserves,  etc. 

C.  E,  Epworth 
League,  etc. 

Social  (local) 

Other 


:3000  ;2855 
25  :  299 


.  ^pp, 


:2227  :2142 


653  :  615 

341  ;  320 

76  :   72 


145;  4.8 

26;  8.0 3 

85;  3.8 | 

17:  5.0 


38:  5.8 
21;  6.2 


2922  ;2781:  95.2: 
119  ;  105;  88.2; 


2269 


434 


953 

547 

80 


2185:  96.3: 


415:  95.2: 


921:  96.6: 
514;  94.0 


75: 


!Om\ 


4.8 
11.8 

3.7 

4.8 


3.4 
6.0 
6.2 
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Attendance 
farm  life, 
naircs. 


at  picnics  during'  year  in  relation  to  like  and  dislike  of 
5895*  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  question- 


Persons  reporting  attcnd?„nce  at 


Living  on  farm 


Picnics 
Funib  er 
attended) 


Male 


(Total  re- 
porting) 
None 
One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 
Sight 
line  or  more 


.  ToTaT 

:Hum- 

jber 


2944 
284 
622 
733 
441 
264 
221 
125 
47 
48 
159 


Liking 


:  Disliking 
farm  life  ' farm  life 

•  Pc'fT:    •  :  "FcTT 
Nun-:   of  :  Hum-:   of 
ber  rtotal;  ber  :total 


2811: 
269: 
590: 
700: 
420 ; 
254: 
214: 
120: 

44; 

47: 
153: 


95.5: 
94.7: 
94.9: 
95.5: 
95.2: 
96.2: 
96.8: 
96.0: 
93.6: 
97.9: 
96.2: 


133: 

15: 

32: 

33: 

21: 

10: 

7: 

5: 

3: 

1: 

6: 


4.5 
5.3 
5.1 
4.5 
4.8 
3.8 
3.2 
4.0 
6.4 
2.1 
3.8 


Female 


Total 

Mum- 
ber 


Liking: 
farm  1  if  o 

:  ¥c%~. 


Niim- :      o 
ber    : total 


2393: 

2293: 

94: 

83: 

290: 

282: 

481: 

457: 

444: 

420: 

310: 

298: 

244 : 

236; 

198: 

193: 

57: 

56: 

57: 

55: 

218: 

213: 

9:5.8 
8J.3 

9f,2 
§5.0 
§4.6 
96.1 
9J.7 
97.5 
98.2 
96.5 
97.7; 


Disliking 
farm  life 


i   Pet. 

lum- 

:  of 

ber 

: total 

100 

:   4.2 

11 

,  11.7 

8 

•   2.8 

24 

5.0 

24:,: 

•   5.4 

12  : 

3.* 

8  : 

3.3 

5  : 

2.5 

1  : 

1.8 

2  ; 

3.5 

5  ■? 


2.3 


♦Does  not  include  107  boys  and  458  girls  living  on  farms.   Data  were 
available  owing  to  omission  of  this  question  from  questionnaires. 


not 


There  is  little  or  no  indication  of  existing  relationships  between  the 
number  of  picnics  attended  during  the  year  and  the  like  or  dislike  of  farm  life 
with  either  farm  boys  or  girls.   The  slight  tendency  toward  a  decrease  in  the 
percentage  of  girls  expressing  dislikes  with  increased  attendance  at  picnics 
appears  too**  insignificant  and  too  irregular  to  suggest  either  a  positive  or  a 
negative  relationship.   It  is  probable,  of  course,  that  a  larger  number  of 
cases  might  reveal  a  closer  relationship. 


Participation  in  Musical  and  Other  Activities  as  Probable  Causes 
of  Like  or  Disli¥e  of  Farm  Life 


There  is  little  or  no  indication  of  any  relationship  between  participa- 
tion in  musical  activities  and  the  attitudes  of  farm  boys  or  girls  toward 
farming,  as  expressed  in  terms  of  like  or  dislike  for  farm  life,  Table  16. 
The  same  holds  true  with  reading  in  periodicals  and  reading  of  books,  as 
classified  in  a  preceding  section  of  the  report*. 
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Prevalence  of  Horao_ Conveniences  and  jP'-c_ilitieSj.  _as  _  P^f^le_^_anses 

"of  Like  or  Dislike  of  Farm  Life 


Apparently  tho  presence  or  the  absence  of  hone  conveniences  and  facilities 
has  little  or  no  bearing  upon  the  attitudes  toward  farming  as  expressed  in  like 
or  dislike  for  farm  life  by  farm  boys  and  girls  of  the  status  represented  in 
this  study,  Table  17.   There  appears  only  a  slight  indication  of  a  greater  dis- 
like for  farm  life  by  girls  living  in  homes  having  no  modern  conveniences  or 
facilities  whatever.   Doubtless,  a  larger  number  of  cases  might  strengthen  this 
^   indication  or  suggestion  tha,t  farm  girls  in  homes  having  no  improvements  are 
loss  satisfied  with  farming  than  are  girls  in  homes  fitted  with  at  least  some 
of  the  modern  conveniences  and  facilities. 


Table  16.  Participation  in  musical  activities  in  relation  to  like  and  dislike  of 
farm  life.   5895*  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  Questionnaires 


Persons  reporting  on  participation  in  musical  activities 


Living  on  farm 


Mali 


Female 


Darticipation 
in  musical 
,ctivitios ' 

(Total  re- 
porting) 

"Jonc 

Ringing 

''laying  piano 
or  organ 

Playing  other 
string  in- 
strument 

Playing  othe'r 
wind  in- 
strument 

Playing  other 
instrument 

?  Tomb  or  band  or 
other  club 


.     :    Liking  :  Disliking  s     :    Liking   ;  Disliking 
.     ;  farm  life  :  farm  life  :     :  farm  life  ;  farm  life 
: Totals'     ;  Pct.T"   ~  V  P'ct.VTotal:  "*  :  PciF.  s  '   '  :  Pet. 
^?y:i-  ;Pum-  :   of  slum-  :   of  :Num-  :N  .a-    :   of  sFun-  :   of 
•  ber   :ber   :  total :bcr   :  total  :ber   :bor   : total :bcr  '  : total 

e-e'eeae*  •  *  • 

o  c.  v  -   c  e  #••«*• 

:  3164:  3019 :  95.4?  145:  4.6:  2604:  2489:  95.6:  115;  4.4 
:  906:  857:  94.6:  49:  5.4:  315:  296:  94.0:  19:  6.0 
:  2037;  1953:  95.9:    84:   4.1:  2080:  1995:  95.9:    85:   4.1 


:      266:      247:    92.9:        19:      7.1:    1297:    1253:    96.6: 


*-t-*-r 


^    A 


-      306?  291:    95.1?  15:      4.9:      270:      255;    94.4:        15:      5.6 

<-.  e  e-ooo© 

'COO«COOOO 

.      457:  434:    95.0s  23:'      5.0s        69:        69:100. 0;        -    : 

*>                                   *  o  e                                   o                                   •                                   e                                   «                                   o 

;        88:  87:    98.9:  1:      1.1:        27;        25:    92.6;           2:      7.4 

o  p                                   ©  •                                   o                                   c                                   c                                   o                                   « 

:      299:  286:    95.7;  13:      4.3:      360:      348;    96.7;        12:      3.5 


t]L        *   Does  not  include  107  boys  and  458  girls  living  on  farms.   Data  were  not 
available  owing  to  omission  of  this  question  from  questionnaires. 
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Table  17.   Prevalence  of  home  conveniences  and  facilities  in  relation  to  like  and 
dislike  of  farm  life.   5895*  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth 
questionnaires 


Conveniences 
in  nomes 


Persons  reporting  on 

differe 

nt  items 



Llale 
lg    :  L'isl: 

Female 

:  Likii 

Lking 

*  LiKing      Disliking 

:  farm 

life 
'Pet. 

farm 

life   ' 
Pet. 

'  farrr 

i  life   farm 

life 

. 

Pet. " 

Pet. 

."  Total 

:  Hum- 

of 

Num- 

of 

Total 

:  imm- 

of  *Num- 

of 

Number 

:  ber 

total 

Gota"! 

Lumber 

n,:or 

:her 

• 

:2509 

" total*  ber 
:95.6  ;116   ■ 

tp.ta^ 

:Z0bz 

:95.4 

148 

;   4.6 

4.4 

•    182 

,  174 

95.6 

8 

.   4.4 

129 

:  120 

:93.0  :   9   . 

7.0 

:   1993 

.1909 

.95.8 

.   84 

4.2 

1652 

:1590 

:96.2  :  62   , 

3.8 

:   2805   ■ 

2G77 

95.4 

128 

4.b 

2250 

;£150 

:95.6  :100   ; 

4.4 

:   1429 

1566 

.95.6 

63 

4.4 

1152 

:  110b 

:96.0  :  46 

4.0 

:   1102 

1061 

;96.3 

41 

.   3.7 

761 

:  758 

:97.0  :  25   : 

3.0 

808 

761 

94.2 

47 

.    5.8  ; 

569 

:  548 

:96.3  :  21   , 

rz      r*> 
O  •  ( 

■- 









- 

(Total  report- 
ing) 
None 

Telephone 
Automobile 
Phonograph 
Punning  water 
Eadio 


*Does  not  include  107  boys  and  458  girls  living  on  farms.   Data  were  not 
available  owing  to  omission  of  question  from  questionnaires. 
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Table  18.   Grade  of  school  attained  and  place  of  attending  school  "by  farm  "boys 
and  girls  in  relation  to  like  and  dislike  of  farm  life.   6460  farm 
hoys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires. 


P 

arsons 

report: 

mg  on  grade  of 

schooling 

attained  and  on  place  < 

3 f  attending  i 

school 

Living 

on  farm 

:            Male 

Femal 

e 

- 

: 

:   liking    t  Disi 

Liking 

:    Liking 

: Disliking 

:  farm  " 

Life  :   farm  life 

farm 

life 

:farm 

life 

: 

i 

:Pct.  : 

:  Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Grade 

i   Total  ; 

:  Uum- 

:  of  :Num- 

:  of  : 

Total 

Num- 

of 

'Num- 

: of 

attained    - 

:  Number  : 

:  her 

rtotal" 

:ber 

: Total  . 

Number 

ber 

Total 

ber 

Total 

(Total  re-   : 

porting)    ' 

3140  - 

:  2981 

:  94.9 

:  159 

:  5.1 

2963 

2813 

94.9 

:  150 

:  5.1 

Fifth  or  less" 

219  - 

:  215 

!  98.2 

4 

1.8  L  189 

:  169 

:  89.4 

:  20 

:  10.6 

Sixth       1 

273 

261 

:  95.6 

12 

4.4 

!   187 

:   183 

:  97.9 

:   4 

:  2.1 

Seventh     1 

434 

424 

:  97.7' 

10 

2.3 

:  345 

:   332 

'  96.2 

:  13 

:   3.8 

Eighth 

642  ' 

605 

94.2 

37 

5.8 

'   620 

:   582 

:  93.9 

:   38 

:   6.1 

Ninth       : 

600  : 

579 

96.5 

21  : 

3.5 

•   509 

486 

'  95.5 

:  23 

:  4.5 

Tenth       : 

481   ! 

446 

92. 7< 

35  : 

7.3 

463 

435 

93.9 

:  28 

'   6.1 

Eleventh     : 

319  : 

295 

92.5 

24  ! 

7.5 

392 

'  377 

'   96.2 

•'   15 

:  3.8 

Twelfth  or   ! 

more 

172  : 

156 

90.7: 

16  : 

9.3 

•'  258 

:  249 

'  96.5 

:   9 

:  3.5 

Place  of     : 

attending   i 

school      : 

(Total  re-   : 

porting)   : 

3336  : 

3175  : 

95.2 

161  : 

4.8 

:  3061 

2911 

95.1 

:  150 

•  4.9 

Attending    : 

town  school  : 

1729   ! 

1635  : 

94.6 

94  : 

5.4 

1549 

1469 

94.8 

80 

•  5.2 

Attending    : 

country     ! 

school      : 

1458   : 

1397   : 

95.8. 

61  : 

4.2 

1397 

1338  ■ 

95.8 

59. 

4.2 

Hot  attending: 

school  ^   : 

149   : 

143  : 

96.0 

6  : 

4.0   : 

115   : 

104  : 

90.4: 

11: 

9.6 
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Grade  of  School  Attained  and  Place  of  Attending  School  as  Probable 
Cause's  for'  Like  or  Dislike  of  Farm  Life 


The 


is  a  slight  indication  of  a  less  universal  like  for  farm  life  with 


the  attainment  of  higher  grades  of  schooling  by  farm  boys.   This  appears  not 
to  hold  for  farm  girls,  however.   There  are  suggestions  also  of  a  less  uni- 
versal like  of  farm  life  among  farm  'boys  or  girls  attending  village  or  town 
schools,  Table  18. 

Summary  of  Causes  of  or  Seasons  for  Prevailing  Attitudos_  of  Farm  Youth 

It  has  been  noted  that  the  work  aspect  is  one  of  the  primary  causes  or 
reasons  named  by  farm  boys  for  both  like  and  dislike  of  farm  life.   Health 
conditions  and  school  -and  social  advantages  appear  to  carry  most  weight  with 
farm  girls  liking  and  disliking  farm  life.   Like  for  the  work  constitutes  the 
most  popular  stated  reason  for  preferred  occupation  by  farm  boys  and  girls 
liking  farm  life.   The  money  aspect  is  next  in  importance,  although  far  from 
a  close  second,  in  each  case.   Service  to  others  gets  only  a  minor  considera- 
tion in  each  instance. 

Occupations  of  exemplars  named  appear  to  coincide  rather  closely  with 
preferred  occupations,  especially  with  farming  and  teaching.   School  status 
and  home  and  group  affiliations  and  activities  appear  to  be  not  major  causes 
of  prevailing  attitudes  of  farm  boys  and  girls  as  expressed  in  terms  of  like 
or  dislike  for  the  farm  as  a  place  to  live. 


1 


Extension  J-'ork  -  4-H  Club  Member  ship  -  as  Probable  Causes  for 
Prevailing  Attitudes  of  Farm  Boys  and  Gir  1 r'-   Toward  Farm  Life 

In  view  of  the  ap./  rent  insignificant  bearing's  of  schoo.!  status,  home 
conveniences  and  facilities,  and  group  affiliations  and  activities  upon  the 
prevailing  attitudes  of  farm  youth,  more  pronounced  reasons  for  like  and  dis- 
like of  farm  life  and  for  preferences  of  occupations  will  be  sought  in  the 
effect  of  extension  work  among  the  farm  boys  and  girls  included  in  the  study. 
In  consideration  of  the  data  from  this  standpoint,  additional  light  should 
be  thrown  upon  the  question  of  the  extent  of  bias,  due  to  the  affiliation 
with  some  specific  organization  or  agency,  of  most  of  the  farm  boys  and  girls 
filling  the  questionnaires. 

For  this  phase  of  the  study,  three  sets  of  questionnaires  are  avail- 
able, those  obtained  by  the  Extension  Service  of  the  Department  and  the 
extension  forces  of  the  different  agricultural  colleges  cooperating,  these 
obtained  "ov   the  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education  in  cooperation  with 
the  Smith-Hughes  workers  of  the  different  States,  and  those  obtained  "qj   the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education  and  other  authorities  in  cooperation  with 
the  rural  school  officials  of  several  States  and  counties.   Owing  to  the 
similarity  of  the  results  of  tabulation  of  the  data  obtained  by  the  Federal 
Board  for  Vocational  Education  and  the  Office  of  Cooperative  Extension  Work, 
further  study  is  limited  to  the  latter  in  comparison  with  the  results 
through  the  Bureau  of  Education  and  other  authorities.   These  are  designated, 
for  convenience,  as  the  "non-selective"  or  the  "independent"  set  of  data. 
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Preceding  a  consideration  of  the  attitudes  of  the  farm  boys  and  girls, 
it  is  worth  while  to  note  the  principal  differences  or  similarities  in  school 
status,  hone  conveniences,  and  social  activities  of  the  two  groups.   At  the 
. nut.qp.t  it  should  be  stated  that  approximately  96  per  cent  of  each,  the  farm 
hoys  and  girls  of  the  extension  group  expressed  a  like  for  farm  life,  in 
comparison  with  practically  91.5  of  each,  the  farm  hoys  and  girls  of  the 
independent  group.  Further  comparisons  of  the  numbers  and  percentages  ex- 
pressing likes  as  well  as  dislikes  of  farm  life  may  he  made  from  the  differ- 
ent tables  which  are  presented. 


School  Status  -  Grade  Attained  in  School 

Comparisons  of  the  grades  attained  in  school  by  each,  the  farm  boys 
and  girls  of  the  extension  and  the  independent  groups  are  made  in  Table  19. 
Judging  from  the  percentages  that  the  numbers  of  boys  who  have-  attained  the 
different  grades  .are  of  the  total  numbers  reporting,  it  seems  that  the  boys 
reached  through  the  extension  forces  are  less  advanced  than  the  others,  since 
higher  percentages  are  evidenced  among  the  lower  grades.   Girls  reached 
through  the  extension  forces  appear  to  have  "ocqxi   slightly  more  evenly  dis- 
tributed among  tho  var.iaua  grades  than  were  the  girls  reached  through  the 
s  ch  o  o  1  -  u  tb  o-r  i  t  ic  s  » 

Home  Convenion c o s  an d  Facilities 

The  prevalence  of  some  of  the  most  important  home  conveniences  and 
facilities  in  homes  represented  bj  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  two  groups  is 
shown  in  Table  20.   Aside  from  running  water  in  the  homes  of  boys,  there 
is  evidence  of  practically  no  difference  in  the  extent  of  conveniences  and 
facilities  of  homes  of  the  two  groups,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
girls  reached  through  the  extension  forces,  who  seem  to  have  access  to 
slightly  more  conveniences  than  the  other  girls,  generally.   Homosdtaf 
the  boys  of  the  extension  group  appear  to  be  more  universally  fitted  with 
running  water  than  are  homes  of  boys  of  the  independent  group. 


I 


_ Participation  i_n  Musical  Activities  and  Heading  of  Periodicals 

and  Books 

The  extent  of  participation  in  musical  activities  by  boys  and  girls 
of  each  of  the  two  groups  is  shown  in  Table  21.   Apparently,  both  farm  boys 
and  girls  of  the  one  group  sing  -and  play  to  about  the  same  extent  as  do 
those  of  the  other  group.   Only  slight  irregular  differences  are  apparent. 
This  holds  true,  also,  in  about  the  same  degree  with  reading  in  newspapers 
and  periodicals  and  with  the  reading  of  books. 
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Table  19,   Comparisons  of  grades  attained  in  school,  extension  group  and  indepen- 
dent group.   5456  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires. 


Male 

Female 

:  Dis- 

Dis- 

:  Liking 

:  1 iking 

Liking 

,  liking 

:   farm 

farm 

farm 

farm 

Extension  group 

life 

:   life 

Total 

,  life 

life 

I   Total 

(Total  reporting) 

(2033) 

:   (94) 

(2127) 

.  (2102) 

(89) 

:   (2191) 

Fifth  or  less 

191 

4    ! 

►     195 

154 

20 

:     174 

Sixth 

240 

12 

252 

167 

2 

169 

Seventh 

369 

8 

377 

279   ! 

7   : 

286 

Eighth 

461  : 

28   : 

439 

457 

25   : 

482 

Ninth 

330 

10   : 

340    ! 

331 

11   : 

332 

Tenth 

212 

13 

225 

297   . 

15 

312 

Eleventh 

134 

12 

146    : 

233 

3 

236 

Twelfth  or  more   ,: 

95 

7 

103 

194 

6 

200 

Independent  group   : 

(Total  reporting) 

(386) 

:   ( 36 ) 

:    (422) 

:   (353) 

:  (33) 

:    (386) 

Fifth  or  less     : 

13 

•    - 

13 

12 

:    - 

:      12 

Sixth 

18 

!      — 

18 

15 

:    2 

17 

Seventh 

42 

:    1 

43 

47 

6 

:      53 

Eighth 

83 

:    5 

88 

90 

6 

:      96 

Kifebh 

87 

:    4 

91 

78 

5 

:      83 

Tenth 

82 

:   13 

95 

54 

:    8 

:      62 

Eleventh 

52 

:     7 

:      59 

:    43 

:    4 

:      47 

Twelfth  or  more 

9 

5 

:      15 

:    14 

:    2 

:      16 
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Table  20.   Comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  home  conveniences  and  facilities,  ex- 
tension group  and  independent  group.   5254*  farm  boys  and  girls  filling 
farm  youth  questionnaires 


Male 

Female 

:   Dis- 

Lis-   : 

:   Liking 

:   liking 

:  Liking  : 

liking  • 

Home  conveniences 

farm 

:    farm 

;   farm   : 

farm   : 

Extension  group 

:    life 

:    life 

:   Total 

■   life   : 
"T219  7)"  r 
:     97   : 

life   : 

Total 

(Total  reporting) 
None 

:   (2188) 
:    130 

!    (94) 
;     2 

:   (2282) 
i     132 

(89)   : 
5    : 

(2286) 
102 

Phone 
Auto 

:    1328 
:    1915 

50 
j     83 

;    1378 
:    1998 

1402   : 
1896   : 

50    : 
80    : 

1452 
1976 

Phonograph 

;     925 

:    40 

;     965 

1000   : 

£8    : 

1038 

Running  water 

773 

28 

:     801 

656   ; 

21   : 

677 

Radio 

:     508 

(351)  : 
19 

;     26 

534 

496   : 

(253)  • 
20   : 

17   : 

(22)   ■ 

"-1    : 

513 

Independent  group* 
(Total  reporting)    ; 
None             : 

(27)   | 

o 

&          ! 

(378)    \ 
21 

(275) 

23 

Phone            ! 

221 

21     " 

242    : 

154   : 

10    : 

164 

Auto 

304 

9R 

329    • 

203   : 

16    : 

219 

Phonograph 
Running  water 

154 

:      87 

9 
:      6 

163 

93    ■ 

82   : 
67   : 

7    : 

2    : 

89 
69 

Radio 

:     102 

13 

:     115    : 

43   : 

4 

47 

*  Loes  not  include  73  boys  and  129  girls  by  whom  this  question  was  not 
answered  owing  to  its  omission  from  questionnaires. 
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21.   Comparison  of  the  extent  of  participation  in  musical  activities;  exten- 
sion group  and  independent  group.   5254  farm  "boys  and  girls  filling 
farm  youth  quo sti onna ires 


Male 

Female- 

:   Dis- 

Pis-   - 

Musical  activities 

:  Liking 
;   farm 

:  liking 
:   farm 

:  Liking  ■ 
:   farm   j 

liking  ; 
farm 

Extension  group 

:   life 

:   life 

:   Total 

:   life 

life   ; 

Total 

(Total  reporting) 
None 

:  (2146) 
;    530 

:   (93) 
:   29 

:   (2239) 

•     559 

:  (2178) 
:    260 

(89) 
17 

(2267) 
277 

Sing 

1481 

:   57 

1538 

:   1750 

66 

1816 

Play  piano  or  organ 

;    188 

:   14 

:     202 

:   1097 

;    34 

1131 

Other  stringed  in-   : 

s t rumen t 

210 

:    11 

:     221 

•    220 

:    13 

253 

"Wind  instrument 

:    313 

;    17 

;      330 

:     62 

; 

62 

Other  instrument 

:    68 

; 

:     63 

:    20 

:    2 

22 

Member  band,  etc. 

L.  „1.9jL_ 

:   (244) 
:    107 

:    20 

:     217 

:    299 

:    10 

;     309 

Independent  group* 
(Total  reporting) 
hone 

'i       (25) 
:    10 

:    (369) 
:     117 

;   (252)  j 
28 

(21) 

O 

(273) 

•     30 

Slag 

:    211 

:   11 

•     222 

:    198 

14   : 

212 

Play  piano  or  organ 

;     23 

:    4 

:     32 

128 

8 

136 

Other  stringed  in- 

strument 

:    31 

:    1 

;     32 

:  ,   30 

:     2 

:     32 

Wind  instrument 

:     55 

:    4 

:     59 

:     6 

; 

6 

Other  instrument 

:     6 

:    1 

:      7 

:     5 

; 

;      5 

Member  of  band 

:     39 

3 

l             42 

:     39 

:     2 

:     41 

I 


f 


*  Loes  not  include  73  hoys  and  129  girls  living  on  farms  hy  whom  this  ques- 
tion was  not  answered  owing  to  its  omission  from  questionnaire. 
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Attendance  at  Parties,  Picnics  and  Fairs  and  lumber  of  Visits 
to  Town"  or  City  for  BusiiiC3_s_  or  Pleasure 

The  extent  of  attendance  of  each,  the  farm  "boys  and  girls  of  the 
extension  group  and  the  independent  o;roup  of  farm  youth  is  shown  in 
Table  22.   Apparently,  the  boys  ,nd  girls  of  the  extension  group  at- 
tended picnics  only  slightly  more  often  than  did  boys  and  girls  of  the 
other  group.   About  the  same  results  were  obtained  in  regard  to  parties 
and  fairs  attended  and  to  the  number  of  visits  to  town  or  city  for 
business  or  pleasure  during  the  year.   Owing;  to  this  similarity  of 
results,  data  for  parties  ?jid  for  fairs  are  not  presented  in  tabular 
form. 


Membership  in  Different  Club s  and.  Sccieticis 

The  extent  of  membership  in  different  clubs  is  shown,  for  boys  and 
;;irls  of  the  two  groups  in  Table  23.   It  will  be  noted  that  almost  92  per 
cent  of  the  boys  and  almost  96  per  cent  of  the  girls  of  the  extension 
group  reported  membership  in  4-H  clubs,  in  comparison  with  approximately 
13  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  23  per  cent  of  the  girls  in  the  independent 
group.   Both  boys  .and  girls  of  the  extension  group  give  noticeably  less 
patronage  to  local  clubs  of  a  social  nature.   Another  significant  point 
brought  out  in  Table  23  is  that  lower  percentages  of  the  "extension"  boys 
.and  girls  report  no  club  or  "society"  memberships  or  affiliations. 


Summary 


* 


Thus,  it  appears  that  the  school  status,  the  home  conveniences, 
and  the  participation  in  activities,  except  club  membership  and  affilia- 
tions, are  not  widely  different  for  either  boys  or  girls  of  the  two 
groups.  Membership  in  4-H  clubs  is  noticeably  more  general  among  the  boys 
and  girls  of  the  extension  group.  With  note  taken  of  the  general  similar- 
ity and  the  one  significant  point  of  difference  in  this  respect,  attention 
may  bo  given  to  suggestive  attitudes  of  youth  of  the  two  groups  as 
expressed  in  preference    occupation  as  a  moans  of  making  a  living, 


occupations  of  exemplars  nam 
o.ttend) . 


and  preference  of  kind  of  college  (to 
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Table  23.   Comparison  of  extent  of  membership  in  different  clubs;  extension  group 
and  independent  group.   5456  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth 
questionnaires . 


Male 

"Female 

1 

Extension  group        : 

(Clubs,  societies,  etc  : 

classifipd)           : 

Liking  : 
farm  : 
life   : 

Dis-   : 
liking  : 
farm 
life   : 

Total  : 

Liking  : 
farm 
life   : 

Dis-   : 

liking  : 

farm   : 

life   : 

Total 

(Total  reporting)       : 
Hone                 : 
4-H  club,  project  work  : 
Poy  or  girl  scout ,  camp  : 
fire,  girl  reserves,  etc 
C.^.^pworth.  League ,  etc 
Social  (local)  clubs 
Other  clubs 

(2060)  . 
64 
1904 

;   209 

440 

135 

48 

(90)   : 

6   : 

70   : 

11   : 
25   : 

6 

1 

(2150): 

70  : 

1974  : 

220  . 
465  : 
141 
49 

(2151)  : 

12   : 

2064   : 

165   : 
657   : 
326   . 
61 

(89)   : 

1   : 

81   : 

4 

16  . 
17 
5 

(2240) 
13 

2145 

169 

673 

343 

66 

Independent  group 
(Total  reporting) 

None 

4-H  club,  project  work 

Boy  or  girl  scout,  camp 

fires  girl  reserves, etc 
C.ir.^pworth  League ,  etc 
Social  (local)  clubs 
Other  clubs 

:   (309) 
102 

:   54 

:    37 
:    67 
:   102 
:    13 

!   (30) 
:    9 
6 

5 

9 

11 

2 

(339) 
111 
:    60 

:    42 
:    76 
:   113 
:    15 

:   (298) 
:    69 
:    72 

:    32 
:   122 

:    81 
:     9 

(28) 
:   12 

:    3 

:    4 
:   10 
:    4 
:    0 

:   (326) 
:    81 
:    75 

:    36 
:   132 

:    85 
:     9 
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Table  24.  Comparison  of  stated  choice  or  preference  of  occupations,  extension 
group  and  independent  group.  5456  farm  "boys  and  girls  filling  farm 
youth  questionnaires. 


Male 

•      ' 

Female 

:  Dis- 

Dis- 

Preferred  occupation 

:  Liking 

liking 

:  Liking 

:  liking  i 

( Classified) 

farm 

farm 

:   farm 

:  farm 

"Extension  group 

life   : 

life 

Total 

:  life 

:  life 

:  Total 

(Total  reporting) 

(2069)  : 

(89)   : 

(2158) 

:  (2030) 

(79) 

(2109) 

Do  not  know            : 

68  : 

4   : 

72 

:   120 

:    4 

124 

Farming 

1186  : 

13   : 

1199 

81 

:    - 

81 

engineering,  telegraphy,: 

etc.               : 

232   : 

15   : 

247 

4 

:    - 

:     4 

Mechanic, gar age  work, etc: 

125  : 

11   : 

136 

3 

;    — 

:     3 

Professions,  lawyer,    : 

doctor,  etc.          : 

171  : 

19   : 

190 

20 

:    4 

24 

Teaching,  advising,  etc  : 

97  : 

6   : 

103 

1096 

:   38 

1134 

Nursing  and  social  work  : 

—  : 

_   : 

— 

161 

:    2 

163 

Business,  clerking,     : 

stenography           : 

101   : 

7   : 

108 

310 

:   17 

327 

All  others             : 

89   : 

14   : 

103  • 

235 

14 

249 

Independent  group       : 

(Total  reporting)       : 

(385)  : 

(35)   ! 

(421): 

(352) 

(33) 

(385) 

Do  not  know           : 

17  : 

1   : 

18 

8   ! 

1 

9 

Farming               i 

157  : 

2   : 

159  : 

24 

- 

24 

engineering,  Telegraphy,: 

etc. 

:    49 

:    6 

:    55 

:     2 

:    - 

2 

Mechanic, garage  work, etc 

:    39 

:   10 

:    49 

:     1 

:    - 

1 

Professions,  lawyer, 

doctor,  etc. 

29 

:    8 

:    37 

:     6 

:    1 

7 

Teaching,  advising,  etc 

:    26 

:    2 

:    28 

:   145 

12 

157 

Nursing  and  social  work 

:     - 

i         - 

:     - 

:    48 

5 

53 

Business,  clerking, 

stenography 

:    39 

:    3 

:    42 

83 

:   12 

95 

All  others 

:    29 

:    4 

:    33 

:    35 

:    2 

37 

_ft 


• 


Preference  off.  Occupation 

Oomparison^of  thn  stated  preference  of  occupation  as  a  means  of  making  a 
living  may  "be  made  from  Table  24  for  boys  and  girls  of  the  two  groups.  One  of 
the,  most  noteworthy  points  brought  out  in  Table  24  is  that  approximately  20  per 
cent  more  boys  of  the  extension  group,  4-H  club  members,  primarily,  stated  a  " 
preference  for  farming  as  an  occupation.   Conversely,  lower  percentages  of  the 
boys  reached  through  the  extension  group  prefer  engineering,  mechanics,  and 
business  as  means  of  making  a  living. 

Girls  of  the  extension  group  expressed,  more  generally,  a  preference  for 
teaching  as  an  occupation,  the  figures  being  almost  54  per  cent  of  the  total  for 
girls  reached  through  the  extension  forces  and  almost  41  per  cent  of  the  total 
for  girls  reached  through  the  school  authorities.  On  the  other"  hand,  lower  per- 
centages of  the  extension  girls,  4-H  club  members  primarily,  prefer  business, 
including  stenography,  and  nursing,  including  social  work,  as  occupations. 

Occupation  of  exemplar  Named 

exemplars  named  (classified  by  occupation  primarily)  by  boys  and  girls 
of  the  two  groups  are  shown  in  Table  25/  With  boys,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  higher  percentages  of  those  of  the  extension  group  find  their  exemplars 
in  parents  (fathers  primarily)  and  farmers,  the" figures  being  17.6  per  cent 
and  32.3  per  cent  of  the  total  for  boys  of  the  extension  group  and  13.0  per 
cent  and  24.6  per  cent  of  the  total  for  boys  of  the  independent  group. 

With  girls,  more  of  those  of  the  extension  group  find  their  exemplars  in 
teachers  (including  advisors,  that  is,  extension  workers,  4-H  club  leaders  and 
others)  and  in  parents  (mothers,  primarily).  Here  the  figures  are  respectively 
41.9  per  cent  and  14.0  per  cent  for  girls  of  the  extension  group  and  32.1  per 
cent  and  9.8  per  cent  for  girls  of  the  independent  group.   It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  percentage  of  each,  boys  and  girls,  naming  "no  one"  as  exemplar 
was  lower  in  the  extension  group  than  in  the  independent  group. 
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Ta'blp  25.   Comparison  of  exemplars  named  (classified  by  occupation,  primarily), 
extension  group  and  independent  group.   5456  farm  "boys  and  girls 
filling  farm  youth  questionnaires. 


■ 


3 


Mai  e 

"Female 

:     Dis- 

:     Lis- 

- 

:  Liking 

:   liking 

Liking 

'   liking 

: 

:     farm 

:      farm 

farm 

:     farm 

Extension 

:      life 

■     life 

:   Total 

life 

:      life 

:    Total 

(Total  reporting) 

•    (152S) 

:      (54) 

(1583) 

(1631) 

:      (72) 

•"    (1703) 

No  one 

207 

:        16 

223 

[        165 

:        10 

!        176 

Teacher,   adviser 

229 

6 

235 

"      .684 

:        29 

5        713 

parent 

271 

8 

279 

;       228 

:        10 

'>        238 

Parmer 

504 

7 

511 

!     55 

:          4 

•          59 

Parmer's  wife 

2 

— 

2 

;     123 

3 

■        126 

Nurse,    social   worker 

3 

— 

3 

;       42 

:          2 

:          44 

Business  man,    clerk, 

stenographer,   etc.          : 

77 

1 

78 

65 

2 

:          67 

Others   (inc.   mechanic 

and  pastor)                          : 

236 

16 

252 

268 

:        12 

280 

Independent 

(Total   rpporting) 

(262)    : 

(23)      ■ 

(285): 

(241)    I 

(24)       i 

(265) 

No  one                                     J 

49      : 

4 

53   ; 

48     : 

7        : 

55 

Teacher,   adviser 

i         42 

!          6 

!          48 

75 

10        : 

85 

Parent 

\          35 

:         2 

I          37    : 

26      : 

_        j 

26 

Farmer 

66 

4 

:          70    J 

11       ! 

2        : 

13 

Parmer's  wife 

!               — 

;            — 

—      ; 

4      : 

__               ' 

4 

Nurse,    social  worker 

1 

;            — 

1    : 

11      : 

__                ' 

11 

Business  man,    clerk, 

stenographer,   etc.          : 

14      : 

—          ; 

14    j 

11      : 

2        : 

13 

Others 

55      . 

7 

62    : 

55     : 

3       : 

58 

-43- 


Table  26.  Comparison  of  kind  of  college  preferred  (to  attend);  extension  group 
and  independent  group.   5456  farm  "boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth 
questionnaires. 


Male 

Female 

Dis- 

Dis-  : 

Kind  of  collpge 

Liking  : 

liking  : 

Liking  : 

liking  : 

(Classified)        : 

farm   : 

farm   : 

farm  : 

farm 

extension  group 

life   : 

life   : 

Total  : 

life   : 

life   : 

Total 

(Total  reporting) 

(1186)  : 

(146)  : 

(1232) 

(1243)  : 

(41)   : 

(1284) 

Do  not  know 

30   : 

—  : 

30  ■ 

66  : 

4   : 

70 

Agri  cul tural 

555   : 

9   : 

564 

112 

3 

115 

State  normal 

20   : 

1   : 

21  : 

274 

8 

282 

Business. 

96   : 

6   : 

102  i 

188 

6 

194 

Eur sing 

2   : 

-   : 

2  i 

32 

- 

32 

College  -  university 

430  : 

25   : 

455  . 

490 

17 

507 

Girls'  or  "boys'  school 

6   : 

1   : 

7  : 

26 

- 

:    26 

Denominational       : 

18   : 

2   : 

20  : 

28 

2 

:    30 

Others 

29   : 

2   : 

31  : 

27 

1 

:    28 

Independent  group 

(Total  reporting) 

:   (196) 

:   (25) 

\      (221) 

(195) 

(14) 

;   (209) 

Do  not  know 

:    7 

2 

:     9 

:    7 

:    1 

:     8 

Agricultural 

:    60 

:     - 

:    60 

:    3 

:    - 

:     3 

State  normal 

:     7 

:     1 

8 

:    42 

:    - 

:    42 

Business 

:    40 

:     4 

:    44 

:    49 

:    4 

:    53 

ITursing 

;     - 

:     - 

!      - 

:    16 

: 

:    16 

College  -  university 

:    68 

:    15 

:    83 

:   62 

:    8 

:    70 

Girls'  or  boys'  school 

L     4 

i           — 

:     4 

:     3 

:    - 

:     3 

Denominational 

:     2 

:     - 

2 

:     3 

:    1 

:     4 

Others 

8 

3 

:    11 

:    10 

:    - 

:    10 

preferences  of  Kind  of  College  to  Attend 

Comparisons  of  the  kind  of  college  preferred  (to  attend)  are  made  for  boys 
and  girls  of  the  two  groups  in  Table  26.  With  boys,  it  will  be  noted  that_a  high- 
er percentage_of  those  of  the  extension  group  plan  to  attend  agricultural  colleges, 
The.  figures  are  approximately  46"  per  cent  of  the  "total  "for  "boys  of  the  extension 
group,  and' 27  p«r  cent" of  the  total  for  "boys  of  .the  independent  group.  A  lower 
percentage  of.  the  "boys  of  the  extension  group  plan  to  attend  "business  colleges.. 


m 
m 


i 


With  girls,  less  of  those  reached  through  the  extension  forces  plan  to 
attend  "business  college. 


■ 

If 
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Further  comparisons  of  the  suggested  attitudes  of  farm  boys  and  girls  of 
the  two  groups  may  "be  made  from  Tables  24,  25,  and  26  as  desired.   It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  results  similar  (and  a  bit  more  pronounced)  to  those  shown  for 
boys  reached  by  Extension  forces  were  obtained  for  boys  reached  by  Federal  Vo- 
cational Education  forces.  Too  few  girls  were  included  in  the  Federal  Board 
unit  of  study  to  warrant  any  comparison. 


RESULTS  OF  TABULATION  OF  INFORMATION  OBTAINED 
FROM  QUEST IQHMAIRES  FILLED  BY  COLORED.  FARM  YOUTH 

Although  only  227  questionnaires,  containing  answers  to  a  part  of  the 
questions,  were  obtained  from  colored  farm  youth,  the  results  of  tabulation  of 
this  information  are  of  interest.   These  results,  presented  in  Tables  27  to  33, 
are  comparable  with  the  results  shown  for  white  farm  youth  in  several  of  the 
preceding  tables,  provided  of  course  that  allowance  is  made  for  differences 
which  may  be  due  to  the  small  number  of  replies  from  colored  youth. 

Table  27.  Grade  of  school  attained  and  location  of  school  attended,  as  in  town 
or  open  country,  227  colored  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth 
questionnaires. 


''          Persons  reporting  on 

grade 

of  school 

attended, 

:         and 

location  of 

school  attended. 

f 

Mai  e 

Female 

Grade  attained  in 

school 

:  Number  : 

Pet.  of  total 

:  Hturib  er 

:  Pet 

,  of  total 

(Total  reporting)    : 

89    : 

100.0 

:    94 

100.0 

Fifth  or  less 

:   30    s 

33.7 

:          28 

29.8 

Sixth             ! 

:   20    : 

22.5 

:    21 

22.3 

Seventh           : 

:   18    : 

20.2 

:     18 

19.1 

Eighth            : 
Ninth             : 
Tenth             : 

o 

:    6    ; 
:    3    : 

10.1 
6.7 
3.4 

;     9 

6 

:     7 

9.6 

6.4 
7.5 

Eleventh          ! 

1    : 

1.1 

2 

2.1 

Twelfth  or  more    : 

2    ; 

2.3 

:     3 

3.2 

Location  of  school   ; 

attended           : 

(Total  reporting)     : 
Attending  town       : 

99    : 

100.0 

101 

100.0 

school            i 
Attending  country    : 

43    : 

43.5 

uO 

32.7 

school            ! 
Hot  attending        : 

51    : 
o    : 

51.5 
5.0 

66 
2 

55.3 
2.0 
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Table  28, 


Membership  in  different  clubs  as  reported  by  227  colored 
farm  boys  and  -iris  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires 


Different  c Iud  s 
(classified) 

( Total  reporting ) 
Bono 

4-H  Club,  project  work 
Boy  or  girl  scout,  camp 
fire, girl  reserves, etc. 
C'.E.  ,Epworth  League  ,  etc . 
Social  (local)  clubs 
Other  clubs 


, Persons  reporting  memb 

r  pet .  of  * 

:  Number   •   total 


'89 

0 

- 

20 

0 

22.5 

45 

« 

50.6 

1 

• 

1.1 

12 

■ 
• 

13.5 

10 

» 
• 

11.2 

7 

• 

7.9 

or  ship  in  different  clubs_ 
Pen-iaTe 


Number 

85 
23 
31 

2 

9 
19 


Pet.  of 
total 


1 

27.1 

36.5 

2.3 

10.6 
22.3 

:     3.5 

Table  29.  Reading  in  newspapers,  farm  journals  and  magazines  and  reading  of 
books,  as  reported  by  227  colored  farm  boys  and  girls  filling- 
farm  youth  questionnaires 


T t ems  ( e  la s s i f i edj 

Reading  in  newspapers  &  i 

(Total  reporting) 

None 

In  newspapers 

In  farm  journals 

In  general  magazines 

In  boys'  or  girls'  magaz 

In  other  magazines 

Books  "(other  than  school 

books  reported  read) 
(Total  reporting) 
None 
Fiction 

Classics,  poetry,  verse 
History  and  biography 
Nature,  plants,  animals 
Books  for  youth 
All  others 


Persons 
1E1 

reporting  on  di 

ffei 

Pen 

ent  items 

-C       : 

kale 

Pet.  of  : 

Pet.  of 

Number   : 

total   : 

Number 

total 

laga  zincs; 

70    ; 

-    < 

88 

- 

8    : 

11,4   : 

11 

12.5 

47    : 

67.1   : 

47 

53.4 

7    : 

10.0   : 

14 

15.9 

:    8    : 

11.4 

:    11 

12.5 

Lnes 

,    _    » 

- 

2 

2.3 

:    -    : 

- 

;    4 

4.5 

:   68    : 

:   75 

:    18    : 

26.5 

:   11 

:    14.7 

:    7    : 

10.3 

:    15 

:   20.0 

:    13 

19.1 

18 

:   24.0 

:    11    : 

16.2 

:    13 

:    17.3 

:    1    : 

1.5 

:    3 

4.C 

:   11    : 

16.2 

:   11 

:    14.7 

:    7    : 

10,3 

:    5 

:    6.7 
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Tatile  30.  Things  reported  to  do  when  school  is  in  session  and  during 
vacation,  and  group  activities  participated  in,  22?  colored 
farm  "boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth  questionnaires. 


Persons  report inr 

;  on  differ? 

nt 

items 

( Items)               ' 

Mai 

e        • 

Female 

Things  reported  to  do  and            ; 

activities  participated  in.          : 

Pet.  of  : 

Pet.  of 

(Classifipd)                : 

Humber   : 

total   : 

Number   : 

total 

When  school  is  in  session            ' 

(Total  reporting)                   : 

30    : 

-    - 

21    : 

- 

No  thing                           ' 

2    : 

6.7   s 

1    : 

4.8 

Socials,  parties,  picnics 

1    : 

3.3   : 

- 

- 

Recreational ,  reading,  movies 

9 

30.0   J 

11    : 

52.4 

Soorts,  games,  hikes-,  etc. 

14    : 

46.7   : 

7    : 

33.3 

Work  (helping  parents) 

5    : 

16.7   : 

3    : 

14.3 

Study,  project,  club  work,  etc. 

7    : 

23.3 

8    : 

38.1 

All  others 

- 

-      ! 

: 

- 

During  vacation 

(Total  reporting) 

96 

- 

104 

- 

Nothing 

2    : 

2.1    J 

3    : 

2.9 

Socials,  parties,  picnics 

:    s 

6.2 

8 

7.7 

Recreational,  reading,  movies 

23    : 

24.0 

27 

26.0 

Spor t  s ,  game s ,  hi ke s 

26 

27.1 

14 

13.5 

fork  (helping  parents) 

31    : 

32.3 

48 

:   45.1 

Study,  project,  club  work,  etc. 

4 

4.2 

- 

: 

All  others 

:     6 

5 .2 

6 

5.8 

Group  activities  actually 

participated  in 

(Total  reporting) 

95 

: 

:    81 

:     - 

Nothing 

3 

:   3.2 

:     4 

:    4.9 

Socials,  parties,  picnics 

;    2 

:   2.1 

:    14 

:   17.3 

Recreational,  play,  have  a  good 

time,  movies 

:    30 

:  31.6 

:    24 

:   29.6 

Sp©rts,  games,  hikes,  etc. 

40 

:  42.1 

:    16 

:   19.7 

Work  and  school 

10 

:  10.5    ' 

12 

:   14.8 

Cluh  work,  project,  summer  camp 

:     7 

:   7.4 

:    10 

:   12.3 

All  others 

:     5 

:   5.3 

:     6 

:    7.4 
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Tabic  31.   Attitudes  of  farm  youth  as  indicated  by  expression  of  like  for 
farm  life,  and  preference  of  occupation  as  means  of  making  a 
living,  219  colored  farm  boys  and  girls  filling  farm  youth 
auo s t ionna  ire  s 


Expressing  like  for  farm  life 


Preferred  occupation 

(Total  reporting) 
Do  not  knew 
.?  arming 

Mechanic,  garage  work,  etc. 
Professions,  lawyer,  doctor,  etc 
Teaching,  .advising,  etc. 
Nursing  and  social  work 
Business,  clerking,  stenography 
All  others 


Persons  reporting 


ifele 


Numb  e  r 

~TTi 


102 

1 
40 
19 
26 

8 

1 
7 


Pet.    of 

total 
~  "91T.1 


100.0 

1.0 

39.2 

18.6 

25.5 

7.8 

1.0 
6.9 


Female 


Numb  er 
~~ 108 


105 

2 
1 
23 
31 
8 
12 
28 


Pet",   of" 

total 


93.9 


100.0 

1.9 
1.0 
21.9 
29.5 
7.6 
11.4 
26.7 


Table   32.     Reasons   for   liking   farm  life  as   reported  by  219   colored  farm 
boys  and  girls   expressing  like   for  farm  life 


Seasons   classified 


All  reasons 

Nature  inc .  p  lant  s ,  aiiima  Is ,  etc 

School  and  social  advantages 

Health  conditions  &  facilities 

Vocational  and  work  aspects 

Secreat  iona 1  advanta; c  s 

All  other  reasons 


Seasons  given  by 

:        111    ( 

Male) 

108 

(Female  ) 

:    Pet.    of 

; 

Pet.    of 

:    Numb  or 

:     total 

Number 

: 

total 

:        69 

:      100.0 

:        82 

2 

100.0 

:        19 

:        27.5      • 

15 

; 

18.3 

:           5 

£                   (  t  O 

11 

: 

13.4 

:        10 

:         14.5 

:        14 

t 

17.1 

:           7 

:         10.1 

:           7 

2 

8.5 

:          1 

:           1.5 

:           3 

: 

5.7 

:        27 

:        39.1 

:        32 

• 

39.0 
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A  comparison  of  thefiguros  in  Tables  27  and  1  shovr  that  colored 
farm  youth  were  loss  advanced  in  school  than  wore  v/hlte  farm  youth.   In 
addition,  loss  (smaller  percentages)  of  the  colored  "boys  -aid  girls-  were 
attending  village  or  town  schools.   From  Tables  28  and  2  it  will  be  noted 
that  club  membership  is  loss  universal  among  the  colored  farm  boys  and 
airls.   This  is  indicated  especially  by  the  percentages  of  each,  colored 
and  white  farm  boys  and  girls,  affiliated  with  4-H  club  work.   About  one- 
half  of  the  colored  farm  boys  and  only  36.5  per  cent  of  the  colored  farm 
girls  were  4-H  club  members  (including  project  workers),  in  comparison 
with  almost  three-fourths  of  the  white  farm  boys  and  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  white  farm  girls. 

Comparison  of  Tables  29  and  5  shoe  loss  reading  reported  in  news- 
papers and  magazines  and  fewer  books  of  fiction  reported  read  by  the 
colored  farm  boys  and  f;irls.   In  regard  to  newspapers  .and  magazines,  this 
indication  is  most  noticeable  in  the  case  of  farm  journals,  in  which 
about  68  per  cent  of  the  white  farm  boys  and  64  per  cent  of  the  white 
farm  girls  reported  reading,  in  comparison  with  10  per  cent  Of  the  colored 
farm  boys  and  16  per  cent  of  the  colored  farm  girls  who  reported  reading 
in  farm  journals.   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  (higher  percentages) 
of  the  colored  farm  youth  reported  having  read  classics,  poetry,  history, 
and  biography  during  the  year. 

The  differences  in  things  reported  to  do  when  school  is  In  session 
and  during  vacation,  Tables  30  and  6,  are  not  significant,  with  a  possible 
exception  of  work  (helping  parents),  loss  of  which  was  reported  by  the 
celored  farm  boys  and  girls.   Other  comparisons  may  be  made  from  Tables  30 
-and  6  as  desired.   Some  allowances  should  be  made  for  differences  duo  to 
the  arbitrary  classification  of  things  reported  to  do  and  activities 
participated  in. 

Like  for  farm  life  appears  to  be  as  nearly  universal  among  colored 
farm  youth  as  oxiong  white  farm  youth,  Tables  51  and  9,  99  per  cent  of  the 
colored  boys  and  94  per  cent  of  the  colored  girls  having  expressed  like  for 
the  farm  as  a  plo.ee  to  live,  in  comparison  with  a  similar  expression  from 
95  per  cent  of  each,  the  white  boys  and  the  white  "iris. 

less  of  the  colored  farm  boys  indicated  a  preference  for  farming  as 
an  occupation,  Tables  51  end  9,  the  percentages  of  the  total  indicating  this 
preference  being  39  for  colored  boys  .and  56  for  white  boys.   On  the  other 
hand,  more  of  the  colored  boj^s  preferred  the  professions  as  moans  of  making 
their  living.   Almost  26  per  cent  of  the  colored  boys  expressed  preferences 
to  be  lawyers,  doctors,  dentists,  preachers,  etc.,  in  comparison  with  a 
similar  expression  from  only  7  per  cent  of  the  white  boys. 


v 


Colored  farm  girls  expressed  less  commonly  the  preference  for  teach- 
ing than  did  white  farm  girls,  30  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  colored 
girls  and  53  per  cent  of  white  girls  showing  a  desire  to  teach.   More  of 
the  colored  girls  preferred  the  professions.   Almost  22  per  cent  of  the 
colored  girls  indicated  preferences  to  be  doctors,  dentists,  lawyers,  and 
preachers,  in  comparison  with  only  1  per  cent  of  the  white  girls  indicating 
s  imi lar  pr  o f or ence s . 


PC 
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IX 


Ov/in."  to  the  arbitrary  classification  of  the  reasons  report ,.0.,  i 


&-7,   pertinent  comparisons  cm  be  made  of  the  reasons 


;ivon  by  colored 


and  white  farm  youth  for  like  and  dislike  of  farm  life,  Tables  32  and  11  = 
It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  larger  percont-oges  of  the  colored 
boys  Mid  'iris  gave  reasons  not  as  readily  classified  as  those  given  by 
white  boys  and  girls.  Almost  40  per  cent  of  the  reasons  riven  by  the 
colored  boys  and  girls  had  to  be  included  under  "all  other",  in  com- 
parison with  approximately  20  per  cent  which  went  into  "all  others"  for 


white 


-V,  ? 


iris* 


Summary 

Owing  to  the  relatively  small  number  of  colored  boys  and  girls 
represented  and  to  the  limited  number  of  questions  answered,  no  attempt 
is  made  to  embody  the  results  of  tabulation  of  data  pertaining;  to  colored 
farm  youth  in  the  general  summary  of  inferences  and  conclusions.   The 
results  presented  .and  the  comparisons  mo.de  may  be  studied  in  the  light 
of  the  -eneral  conclusions  e,s  desired. 


SIM'IAHI  OF  IEFSKSNCES  AKD  C0MCLUSI01JS 

In  the  detailed  summary  Mid  analysis  of  the  data,  available,  special 
consideration  has  ''ojen  ;  iven  to  the  status,  surroundings  and  activities  of 
farm  youth  included  in  the  study;,  the  prevailing  attitudes  of  these  youth. 


as  revealed  in  expressions  of  like  or  dislike 
occupation,  occupation  of  exemplar  no„mcd,  ?nC 


of  farm  life,  preference  of 
kind  of  college  (to  attend) 


reasons 


'.n: 


;hor  probable  roe,sons  or  causes  for  these  attitudes 


aou. 


the  influence 


;xtension  work 


1— H  club  work)  in  the  shaping  of  the 
nth.   The  inclusion  of  village 
youth  in  the  study  affords  information,  generally,  in  regard  to  village 
boys  on.  iris  and  coAOtrfbutos  to  the  interpretation  of  the  data  portain- 


desires,  aspirations  or  motives  of  farm  ye 


farm  youth. 


Inferences  or  conclusions  drawn  from  the  study  mo,y  net  be  typical  °f 
all  farm  boys  -\nC.   oirls.   .urthor,  the  attitudes  revealed  may  be  far  from 
typical  of  those  prevailing  among  boys  'and  /iris  of  other  ages  living  under 
widely  lifferent  snrroundiiv.s.  Ydith  these  allowences,  the  study  and  analysis 
of  the  data  available 
conclusions; 


apparently  points 


the  follow in  inferences  or 


1.   Farm  youth  like  the  form,  and  village  youth  like  the  villag 


as  a  place 
farm  a  bit 
village  as 
o,ppeo,rs  to 
dislike  of 

health  <*>.a-n 


in  which  to  live.  Apparently  farm  youth  like  the 
lore  universally  than  village  youth  like  the 
\   place  to  live.   The  work  or  vocational  aspect 
be  one  of  the  chief  stated  reasons  for  like  or 
farm  boys  for  the  farm  as  a  place  to  live.   'The 
■sect  and  the  nature  aspect  are  most  popular  stoted 
•„re:  girls  for  like  of  form  life. 
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2.  Generally,  farm  "boys  arc  inclined,  toward  farming  and  farm 
:;irls,  as  well  as  village  airls,  arc  inclined  toward 
teaching  as  a  means  of  making  a  living.  Probably  about 
as  many  village  boys  prefer  farming  as  prefer  any  other 
o ecu. pat  ion. 

5,   School  status,  that  is,  grade  attained  in  school  and.  place 
of  attending  school,  hone  conveniences  and  activities  and 
participation  in  local  group  activities  have  little  b oaring 
on  or  relation  to  the  attitudes  cf  farm  youth  as  revealed 
in  the  expression  of  like  or  dislike  of  farm  life,  the 
preference  of  occupation,  the  choice  of  exemplar  named,  or 
the  preference  of  kind  of  college  (to  attend). 

4.  Tenure  has  little,  if  any,  bearing  on  the  likes  or  dislikes 
for  farm  life  or  on  the  preference  of  occupations,  the 
choice  of  exemplars  and  the  preference  of  kind  of  college 
(to  attend.)  with  farm  youth  of  the  ages  represented  in  the 
study. 

5.  Prevailing  attitudes  cf  farm  youth  as  revealed  in  the  study 
appear  tD  be  closely  associated  with  personal  contacts  of 
adult  workers  in  the  field  cf  .agricultural  extension  service 
and  similar  services.   4-H  club  and  other  similar  leaders 
-apparently  are  stimulating  and  fostering  favorable  attitudes 
.among  both  farm  and  village  boys  and  girls  toward  farming, 
farm  life  and  rural  institutions. 

6.  Farm  youth  of  the  ages  and  schooling  of  those  here  represented 
recognize  few, if  any,  specific  problems  pertinent  to  farm 
youth  or  to  youth  in  genera,!.   By  raid  large,  the  problems  of 
farm  youth  of  these  ages  exist  primarily  in  the  minds  of 
adult  workers  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  youth  whom 
they  are  striving  to  serve.   For  the  time  being,  program 
building  will  be  based  primarily  on   the  knowledge  of  and 
experience  in  conditions  as  seen  and  interpreted  ^i'   the 
workers  involved  in  the  situation. 

7.  Extended  study  of  the  attitudes  of  farm  youth  of  older  ages 
is  needed  to  ascertain  at  what  ages,  at  what  periods  of 
development,  and  under  what  circumstances,  if  at  all,  farm 
boys  and  girls  become  imbued  or  obsessed  with  dislikes  for 
farming  and  farm  life. 


i 
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